An Admonition to the 


eaſe, For ynder what colour would eu at this day, in a for- 
reine land, fight againſta Religion which theſe thirtie yeares 
haue beene tollerated in your owne Countries, Rather bee 
you a beholder of the ſtorme that beateth and tormenteth 
the ſea of France ; expe& the iſſue of thageragedie : cither,if 
you bee (o deſirous to purchaſe reputation , conuert your 
meanes and forces towarde =_ father inlawe the king of 
Spaine, for the recouerie of the low Countries - and, reſem- 
bling the phiſition,which comming to the ende of the ficke- 
neſſe,is v{ually the happieſt, and carieth away the credite of 
the cure, fith the Duke of Alua,the great commaunder, and 
the prince of Parma could not yetatchicue the vicorie , get 
you the honour of finiſhing it: ſo doing you ſhall trauaile in 
a better ritle,and your weapons ſhall bee more honourablie 
and better employed, beſides that you ſhall not incurre the 
vice and reputation of ingratitude to your benetaRors:you 
ſhall warrant your poore ſubie&s from the affliction and 
preſsion that warres doe vſuallic bring, And ifzeale of Reli- 

ion doth leadand ſo mightilie mooue you, you may there 

ghr againſt contrarie Religions which haue beene long 
there,and are in diuerſe points different from yours. There 
ſhall you find the Engliſh,againſt whom the Catholike Maic- 
ſtie is at open warre,who durlt fauor and yndertake the pro- 
tection of the Hollanders and Zealanders, who firſt offering 

themſelues to the French king (who was more religious 

and carefull in ing his league and peace with 
| Spaine) were refuſed, For my part I will pray 
ynto the Creator for the proſperitic 
and encreaſe of your 
highneſle,as 


; 


Your moſt bumble and moſt obedien 
4 ſubicft and ſernant, 
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_ |ADVISE, | 
GIVENBYACATHO- 
like Gentleman , to theNobilitie & Commons 
of France,to ioyne together,and takearmes ſpeedily (by 
commandement of the King)againſt theeues and rob- 
bers,whichare now abroade ruiningthe poore people : 
Setting downe p order and nos how they ſhould 
take armes,to auoide all diſorder and con- 
fuſion amongſt them, 


14 hereunto is adioyned, 


A declaration publiſhed by the Duke de Mont-pen- 


cier for the reclaiming of the Cleargie and No- 
bilitie of Normandie,vnto his M ajeſties 
| obedience,&c, 


— Witncertaine newes ofthe ouerthrow ofthe Gaurtiers, 


* anddiuerſe other rebels againſt the French King,by 
| the ſaid Duke of Mont-pencier, on the fixt,and on 
the twenrieth daie of Aprill. 
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Aduiſe given by a Catholike Gen- 
tlemanof France,vxc. 


5] Lthough few daies ſtnce, I ſer forth 
a booke in print, containing foure 
Chaprers,in the which I didat large 
aduertiſe my countrymen of France 
of that which they had to do,inthis 
dangerous tinie of reuolting : yet 
ſccing their ruine to draw nigh daily, and thatthe 
oreateſt harme falleth chiefly on the Nobles,and on 
the poore peſants,who as it were vtterly rujned and 
vndone,remaine benummed,notablerto helpe them 
ſelues anie thing atall, poore men, beeing vtterlie 
ſpoiled of the forces that God giueth them for their 
maintenance & defence,I haue bethoughrt my ſelfe, 
ro openthem away, and to aduertiſe them once a- 
gaine, how they may live peaccably one with ano- 
ther,and to ſetthe;n downe the meanes, howe they 
may diſturbe and hinder the quartering & cantor- 
ning of this ſtare,thatto their greatpreiudice,ſoima- 
ny go abour, Itis then toyou,my Lors of the No- 
bilitte,and ro you poore Countrie people, that I 2d- 
dreſle my ſelte. labouring to make you knowe, now 
both your intzreſts go in this marter, and tha; your 
mult not now forſake one'another(as you doe) con- 
fideriag thatnow you haue needto toyne your ſor- 
ces together,for your common ſategard & Soup 
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Tris royou,Tfaic, thatI ſpeake, Nobilitie of France, 
but yer more particularly to you, pore countrimen, - 


full of affliftion: for you make my ſoule full of pitie 
and compaſsion, ſecing you beaten, pilied, and 
ranſomed by the ſouldiers of this time on the one 
ſide,and ſeeingyou on the other {ide pinchedand 
gnawed to the very bones by theſe Townes-men, 
which laughe in their ſleeucs, and make aicſte, 


beeing ſafe themſclues within the compaſſe of 


their walles, atyour miſericand calamitie. You are 
the cauſe that the teares trickle downe from mine 
eics, when I conſider howe all the worlde doeth co- 
{in and deceiue you, and when ſec none that doo 
take in handeto defende your cauſe : tobee ſhort, 
you make mee die for verie ſorrowe, ſeeing you 


onely beare the burthen of the greateſt parte of 


miſeries, that haue chauncedto light on this deſo- 
late kingdome. For alchough God hath made mee 
a Gentleman borne, and that I ſee thoſe that areof 
the ſame qualitie,menaced to haue their part of the 
ſame dommage that you ſuffer, yer muſt I needs pi- 
tic you a greatedeale more then them , for thata 
great parte of them haue beene ſo miſerable , as to 
hoe ro worke their owne miſchicfe , and procu- 
red yours beſides, by the rebellion which they 
haue practiſed againſt their king : they had wit and 
vnderſtanding to knoiv that they didill, and neuer- 
theles ſuffered thElelues to be blinded through their 
ambition & auarice, wherwith their aduerſaries ve. 
rie craftilic ferue their turne, to draw them to their 
partie: fome of them toke money, other ſome con- 


reared themſclues with vaine promiles , thatthey 


ſhould 
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ſhould haue ſomedignities and honorable charyes: 


buttholeare yer poſſeſſed ofthem, whom the kin 

hath thought good to place therein: and with theſe 

| baites and deceitfull perſuaſions of the mutinous 
preachers(which are nowe infinitely ſcattered ouer 


this Monarchie) were they induced to offend GoJ, 
to hurt their Prince, the libertie of their Countrie, 
their poſteritie, their particular friendes, and by 
conſequent their reputation , without the w hich 
they are vaworthie of the title of honour,that they 
beare: yc paore men did not offend vppon a iolli- 
tie, as they did, but if you haue borne armes for 
theſerebellious perſons,you haue done it onely fol- 
lowing the exipleof your vnaduiled ſuperiors, who 
haue made you belceue, that it was the only means 
to aſſwage the vehemency of the euil that did affli&t 
you,&inthatyouhaye done as he,who(feeling him 
ſelfe vexed with aniegricuous diſeaſe)taketh cueric 
thing that is proffercd him in likenes ofa remedic 
: or medicine,although it be ſometimes verie poiſon 
' or death it ſelfe: ſo you thought that they were $kil- 
full Phifitions, who knowing your diſcaſes woulde 
healethem,& they are but counterfait fellowes, that 
making their profit by your dileaſe, ſeeke to make it 
incurable,& to poiſon it: and thatthis is moſttrue, 
you ſee thatafter they haue named the good medi- 
Cines ncedefull for you, they haue applied other 
that are cleane contraric, 'bringing you no eaſe or 
comforr at all thereby , as they did promiſe you , 
bur ſo made your woundes to rankle , and growe 


more gricuclome and painefull vnto you dais 
le. ike + | 
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My friends,it is now high time, that you reſolue 
your leluesto withſtand rt 


| 
| 
{ 
i 


e tirannous proceedings 
and prctences of thoſe, who haue hetherto deceiucd 
you with faire promiſes,to make you conſct to their 
eſtabliſhing & your own ruine:itisnow high time or 
neucr,poore people, that yego aboutto ſeeke ſome 
remedie for the cuil you ſuffer:&I canſee none more 
fit for you,thEro take armes,not witha confuſion-8 

diſorder(as ſome amongſt you haue done alreadie) 


bur with ſome good pollicie, invniting your ſelues 


together vader the obedience of your King , & 1oy- 
"A vnto you ſuch Gentlemen,as you ſhall find de- 
firous of your good : forcuen as in cxtreame diſea- 
ſes,it is requiſite oftentimes to vſe extreame reme- 
dies : ſo the oppreſsions that you feele , being too ri- 
vorous and violent,you muſt needs disburden your 
{elues of them by a forcible and violent endeauour 
andrthisis the reaſon, why I would haue you co take 
armes,according to the order that I ſhall ſet downe 
anone.and not to ſuffer your ſelues to bee blinded and 
deluded by the fairepromiſes of the Lorraine Prin- 
ccs and their adherents,for they are thoſe counter- 
fair Phiſicions,char I fpake ofeuen now,ynto whom 
the prolonging of your maladie is profitable. Inthe 
beginning of theirreuolt, they made you bclecue by 
their bookes made for the purpoſe, and by the Ser- 
mons of their Apoſtaticall preachers, that they Ca- 
tholikes had then greatneed to conclude a league & 
alliance among themſelues, roruine the heretikes, 
& to preuentthe {ucceſsi9on of anie heretical Prince 
aſtcrour king, leauing out, I warrant you, nothing 
ehat mightmaketo confirme this propolition, 8 to 
[| make 
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make it be liked of althatthey could. Which propo- 
ſition is verie gooe , and molt expedient for all Ca. 
tholikes, ifthe effeftes were correſpondent to the 
wordes : but inſtead of making an vnion of Catho- 
likes,they haue'vſcd this holie pretext, co haueacaſt 
| onelie atthe king,8& to diuide the Catholikes by this 
£7] meanes into ſides,bringing in by this diuifion al the 
diſorder and riot thatyou ſecar this preſent in this 
Monarchie,& rthatyetyouare like to ſee,if God put 
not to his helping hand ſpeedelie. This is the cauſe 
 tharthe Catholiks are now diuided, and at variance 
among themſclues, 8 that che honeſter ſort call this 
league an vnion of rebels,and a fation of conſpira- 
tors: & thereaſon why they call it ſo,is,becauſe they 
haue joined their drifte to reforme the eſtate , 
with the pretext of the holie League, whereby they 
Haue plainly medled with the Ts tj called his au- 
thoritie in queſtion, that which the more vertuous 
| and honeſter ſorte cannot allowe , for that (as 
| haue ſaid before,in the ſecond Chapter of the book 
that I haue already ſerforth,and asI will ſhewe you 
hereafter moreat large)is not permitted of God : & 
ſee for certaine that which hath cauſed all true Ca- T_T 
tholikes to hate & contemne this league & alliance, 
although they neuer found one word of truth in all 
that the Lorraine Princes promiſed, beeing the firſt 
authors of this conſpiracie . They haue ſworne and 
proteſted to you(to ——_— you, & to make you 
( thinke well of their factions fetches & proceedings) 
that they wiſhthe ruine of heretikes , and ynder this 
falſe prerence they haue attempted againſt their 
King. Ihey lettheir armies take vp the beſt a of 
| | this 
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this Realme, and lodge themſclues and their ſouldi- 


f 


ers, whereneuer ane ſouldicrs came before, and the 
protit thatyoureapetherby is, their troupes of ſoul- 
dicrs arc round about your Cities; who vie and en- 
treate youas Turkes,and not as their Catholike bre- 


thren,they promiſed to cauſe the Kings ſouldiers to | 


kepe goodrule,g yet youneuer ſaw more deteſtable 
theeues,then theſe that go tothe wars now forthe: 
theſe are,ſay they,Cartholiks of the holy League,'8 

et they force women, they rauiſh the daughters of 
Catholiks,they beat Pricſts,they priſon thE,& hang 
them vp by the heeles,to make them giue money : 
they warre,ſaic they,to ruine heretikes,which haue 
retired themſclues into their houſes, &to cleere the 
Countrie of them, but if anie one ſhewe a counte- 
nance,as though he would defend himſclfe,they ler 
him alone,and ſecke bur thoſe that are without all 
defence and cannot reſiſt, and ſpecially aboue all, 
thoſe that are full of money, who haue reconciled 
themſelues within the compaſſeof the Chutch, and 
are retired vnder her protection and ſafegard, thoſe 
arethey thatthey ſceke, they take them an : hethar 


 \embraceth the Church ,with them hath no better 
| aſſurance,than hethat renouncerh her: Itis inough 


ro be an heretike(ſay they)if a man have at this pre- 
ſent a good purſe,and a naughty ſ\voord : they made 


| an abatement of taxes to be|proclaimed, bur for e- 
uery penny that they haue abated, they make ircoſt 


acrowne: for in many places they haucbegunto le. 
vie and raxe for the maintenance of their forces,8& 
for the munition of their fortreſſes : in ſumme, ſee 
how they hauc performed nothing of all that they 
promij- 


9 | 

romiſed, and ſo farre are they fiom leauing their 
Flonie and rebellion,that they doo what they can, | 
| euery daic to make you commit their deteftable 1n- 
ſolencies andvillanies, The Duke ofMaine in ſtead 
of going to beſtege Niort,that the Hugonites haue | 
raken in,ſp eokeckiaf nothing but afſailing his King, Wit | 
if he could aſſemblebur forces ſufficient : his adhe- ..- | wa 
rents cauſe now to be proclaimed in diuerſe Prouin- 48 


ces(and chicfly in Normandic) that the peſants and 
| Countrimen haueto arme themſelues,wichout anie 
leaue orconſent of the Nobles,who are not of their Wo: 
ſide : andthey fate ir is forthe defence of the com- __ 1 
mon people. Know you what craft and fubtiltie they WS 
meane? eueric one of them which hath a good place 'Þ//'Þ 
already,hath no lefſe hope than to make himſelf ſo- 
ueraigne Lord of the Biſhopricke, Bailywicke, and | 
Vicountie,where his fone is ſituated, yea, and to ; 
climbe higher if apportunitie ſerue, and tor this oc- 6:44 
caſion they would be ridde of thoſe Gentlementhat = A gl 0: 
| dwell neare them,of whom they cannot be aſſured: | 41 
| 


but hauing no forces ſtrong inough to ſetvpon the, 
they willmakeatyour coſtes and deniers a company 
in euery hundred and vicounty at theleaſt of twelue 
or fifreene hundred men well armed , and hauing 
oncearmed you by the helpe of your ownepurſe- 
ftrings,and appointed Captaines and goucrnours 0- 
ner you at their ownedeuotion & pleaſure, they (hal 
winquickly a great number of you to the, who ſhall 
ſerue their turneto kepe the other vnder,and to ruine 
(ifrhey can)euery one,whom they thinke is nor for 
them,from wh6,they thinke, you mighthaue ſome 
aſliſtance,when you ſhould he a weary ofſupporring 
B 


their 


A 


- 
PIR ——_ _ 
>, TOE «4 - T 
MAGA a —_ EST "ee, ©. 7 
D 
GG _—_— —_— 
fone." þ 
- % 6h . v 
* % % 
Ys. Wy ns . 
» REM FT us. 


OO RL CEE hed patio x 
2 * s o "* : »a - 
_ - - % _ _ - 


F 7; 
_ _ 


Canby COURT 
ptiwe, 3 * ©. , 
_ bs # 


IO 
their tyrannie; and euenas they haueſet a great pare 
of the Nobilitie together by the eares, ſo will they 
doo you to:thatthis is moſt true, ye ſee alreadie the 
ercatdiuiſion thatis happened _—_— you, and 
how in diuerſe places your next ncighbours haue 
murthered one another in taking of partes , where 


they are'diuerſlic affeted,and when you ſhall be ar- 
med and ioyned together vnder theſe Leaguers 
\ themſelues, and when you ſhall hauc IR to eſta- 


bliſh them to the prejudice of good Car olikes,the 
Kinges true and faithfull ſeruantes: to bee bricfe, 


: when they ſhall be ſerled peaceablie intheir gouern- 


ments,doubr nor, bur yce ſhall fall into greater mile- 


riethen ſo,for the ambition wherewith they are cat- 
Ticd headlong(recciuingnolimite) wyl bring them 
' on to watre one againſt the other , and eucric one 
will abourto make himſclfe greater by ſuppreſsing 
: his neighbour,and truſt vppon his intelligence thar 


he ſhal haue with forain Princes,in the meane while 
that theſe Princes of Lorraine ſhall iarre with thoſe 
that they ſhall finde able to aunſwere them : and as 


youſeceueriePrince of Lorraineſeckerh to haue as 


good parte in the Cakeas another , andwill notre- 


 ferre all that they dooto one ſole mans authoritie: 
 enenſo,it you looke neere into the matter, do there 
adherents alſo, for cuerie man thinketh hee hath as 


== right to haue a peece,as the Duke of Maine to 


aue all che whole himſelfe. 
The chiefe goucrnours amongſt them doo ſaiſe 


vponthe receit of raxes for themſelues in euery quar- 
'ter,and vſe them,as if they were their owne proper, 


they grauntout Commilsions as they lift, to —_ 
| ouJ- 


| n 

ſouldiers intheir owne names, they enroll and caf- 
ſere whome they liſt, they ferch downe the bels out 
of the Church ſtceples to caſt them into Cannons, 
my take vp and diſmiſle ſouldicrs, as they thinke 
belt, they giue proteRions and fafegardes as they 
pleaſe,they ſer priſoners ar liberrie, and they enter- 
taine gardes for their owne bodies, at the charges of 
the poore people : and to be ſhorr, they do all ings 
as ſoueraigne Lordes and maiſters, and dependeno 
more of the name of their Catholike Pricices,but in 
this onlie that they find commodious for their own 
eſtabliſhmenr* and in deede ſome I knowe amongſt 
them,who counterfaitto take part with theſe Lor- 
rainiſtes, and yer hauc intelligence with forraine 
Princes', whome they thinke allianced vnto them 
for their priuategain,to hopeforthe deſtruction of 
this eſtate. 

Sce,poore people, how theſe rebels by their vn« 
fatiable ambition haue builded their owne ruine 
and yours together. Sec how they kindle amongſt 
you the fire ofa perpetuall ciuill warre, and how they 
ſpoile you by that means of the peaccable traffique, 
that you ſhould haue in your owne Countric by the 
concourſe of Marchantes from eucric place,abridg- 
ing youthereby of the libertie of humane focietic: 
and this is all the good you ſhall get , to take 
armes vnder their authoritie, to: helpe them to 
quarter out this Realme: for themſclues : to bze 
briefe,this isthe verie meanes that they haue found 
out,to bzcome mailters of your perſons and of your 
goods: but they feare that your Lordes and you 
ae joyned together to hinder the courſe of their 
OG S 7 rb preten» 
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' pretences , and to ſer you at variance, to make 
' youmalcontent with the Nobilitic ,they perſwade 


outo take armes, without cuer crauing anie aſsi- 


' Nance of anie Gentleman, it hee beenot one of their 
| ownebroode and con(piracie, promiſing you that 
| you ſhall notnced to care,they wil ſaue you harme- 


efle,andthar you ſhall be no more pilled and taxed 


"| ſolongasthey ſhall haue the ſtronger partie,but by 
| themand their companions:but afterthatyou haue 
| forſaken once your good gouernours and Lordes, 
| and ſhall bee in diſgrace with the greateſt parte of 
| the Nobilitic (uwhome their honour and loialtie 
| haue ſworne enemies to this faſtion) God knowes, 
| howe they will force you to contribute to thoſe 

| things that they ſhall hane neede of, and howe 
| cruelly they will deale with you, when they hauc 
| taken from you all power to reſiſte their tyran- 
nie, Refuſe, I beſcech'you,to arme your ſelues 


in this manner, oppoſe your ſelues to the perniti- 
ous pretences of theſe Leaguers ,'and followe not 
the example of thoſe ofthe Chappell of Gautier in 
Normandie: for all things done without order, are 
alſo done wichout reaſon, and that which is done 
contrarieto reaſon,hath for the moſt parte an euill 
iflue, and cannot proſper long, The Gautiers toke 
armes,asking no leaue of their ſoucraigne Lordes, 
eſtabliſhing amongſtthemſelues neither rule, policy, 
or anie good diſcipline of war,and yet not content 
with that, were they ſo ſhameleſle and impudent(as 
it was told me)to haue giuen forth,thatthey would 
conſpire and late their heades together againſt the 


Nobilitie , wherein notwithſtanding they ſhewe 


their 


| 
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 theirgroſle ignorance and want of judgement: for 
truely there is no realme in the whole world, where 
the Gentlemen haue more aduantage ouer the pe- 
ſants,then in France,and I will tellyou the reaſon,to 
the cndthatyou may knowe, thatyou cannot well 
attempt any thing without the nobilitie , andthat 
you are not able to ho[de out, hauing once warre a- 
gainſt thein. Firſt,you muſt graunt me, that itis not 
an caliething to attempt againſt chem, but they ſhal 
be by &by aduertiſed,by reaſon of the great number 
of them, and forthat you haue no familiaritie with 
them,nor acceſle yntothem,and by reaſon that they 
arc lodged within'their ſtrong Ciradels, caſtels and . 
houſes of defence, within the which you haute none 
intelligenceatall, and whether you frequent veric 
ſeldome : and againe they neuer.goe into the coun- 
eryc,nor departout of their fortes, but veric well 
mounted, very well armed, and well accompanied, 
and you are but footemen, 8 cannot keepe alwaies 
together,but you ſhall be greatly combred,and rur-. 
molled . But if you conſpire againſt them indeede, 
& they perceiue it once, what ſhal you gaine by thar? 
You haueno places of defence, no cinon to batter, 
na man to teach you how you ſhould make your ap- 

roches at an aſlicge , howeyou ſhould place all 

Linde of batteries, how you ſhould make your tren- 


ches, how you ſhould cut off a wing or tayle of an 
armie, how you ſhould ſet in order your maine. bat- 
tell, and how you ſhould chooſe our a fitte place for 
your fight:you have no cauallery:you haucamongſt 
you neither generall ofthe field, marriall, maiſter of 
the campe,nor maiſter of the Artillerie: and to con- 

$: "3K B y clude 


clude, youhauc no bod. at all that canteach you 
howe to marchlike men of warre,and ſo you can be, 
whe you haue al done,buta fortof peſants in armes, 
and clownes in ſouldiers coates , amongeſt whome 
fallech out for the moſt part diſorder and contuſion, 


| eucenthen when you ſhould doſome good cxploite: 


ſothat we ſcedayly by experience, that one hun- 
dred vndergood conduct overthrow a thouſand of 
this baggage race : and to ſay, that in time theſe pe- 
ſants woulde make good ſouldiours : admit that, 
pet that woulde helpe you nothing : for ſouldiours 


. willneuertake armes for peſants agayn(t the Nobi- 


litic : for that the true ſouldiour retayneth the na- 
turc ofa Gentleman, and the Gentleman is not pro- 
perly, and ought norto bee more then a ſouldiour, 
and a man at armes in his perfetion, None were 
made noble ancicntly in this monarchie, but ſouldi- 
ours of marke, who had made proofe of their va. 


lour, fo that as ſoone as anie of you ſhall tcele in 


| Gice greatly the Lords and ſcigniours of your coun- 


himſelfec the leaſt ſparke of the nature of a ſouldiour 
and man at armes, he will-torſake you ſtraight, to go 
ro your enemies , and {o you ſhall but make roddcs 
for your owne tayles. We readc in the Chront- 
cles, that in the raigne of king Charles the ſixt, the 
peſants and the handicrafts menof Limoſin and of 
Poictou,did riſc in armes againſt the Nobilitic,who 
were hanged, almoſt euery one, &putto the ſword 
by the Duke of Berry , and by the Nobles of theſe 
three Provinces, This one example, with that I 
haue alledged alreadie, ſhall bee ſufficienttolearne 
you, tharirt is impoſsible by this meanes to preiu-. 


uie 
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erie,& alſo ye may ſee al they that euer have attemp- 
ted thelike,whatil ſucceſle they haue had,cxceptthe 
Switzers onely ? bur it was an caſie matter for them, 
becauſe their Gentlemen had no fortreſſes , no en- 
gins of warre, no ſouldiours at ce6mandemenr, none 
other weapos bur ſuch as peſants vic,but keptthem- 
ſelues for the moſt part pel-mell within townes and 
Boroughes with the peſantes , beeing little diffe- 
rence at all betweene them , which gaue great|aſ- 
ſurance and facilitie to theſe vile le to Con- 
-_ agaynſtchoſe,who were notnoble but in name 
onely. 

Mc friends, I beſeech you then, follow mine ad- 
uiſe, humble your ſelues before the Lords & Seigni- 
ours of your Countrey, praying them to have pitie 
and compaſsionvponyou, and that they would now 
afsiſt andaide you: beareno armes withouttheir con- 
ſent, or at the leaſt wichout leaue and conſent of 
ſome of them,and of ſome of thoſe of the honeſter 
ſort,and aboue all things, my louing friends (whart- 
| ſoeuermen may ſay vnto you) kcepe alwayes the 
faith and1oyaltic, thatyou owe vnto yourking : op- 
poſe your {clues to all theeues and robbers which 
march contrarie to his commaundement, who ob- 
ſeruenor the lawes of his Maicſte, and care not a 
ruſh for the decrees of bis Nobilitie: forſo our prea- 
Chers preach ynto them, and commaund them todo 
at this preſent day : but for Gods fake conſider,. 
in ſtirriag vppe ( as| they doe.) the Nobles to re- 
bell agaynſttheir King , and the Commons agaynſt 
the Nobilitie , they doe nothing bur ons 

all good lawes,and confound all good policic.In ve- 


— 
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ric deed it were lawfull for Gentlemen to take armes 
agaynſt their king, and for the commons to con- 
ſpire agaynſtthe Nobilitie, if you can ſhewe them | 
where God commanded it: for we muſt obey him a- 
boue all.Burif he forbid vs to to doe it, either we are 
veric Atheiſts, or elſe we mult belecue that he can- 
not teach vs to walke in his wayes and ſtatutes: yea 
marie, but here ſome of our rebelles will replic and 
aske : whocantecach vs better the will of God, then 
our mother the holy Church his ſpouſe ? Weare 
not the childrenof God, if we be notthe chijtdren 
ofthe Church , and the Church will notacknow- 
ledge vsto be hers, if we obcy not her commaunde- 
ments :as for vs, webelecue that we walke in Gods 
lawes, when we follow the Church, the which reca- 
cheth vs todoethoſethings which wedoe . Alas ? 
poore friend, the eyeſight of thine vnderſtanding, 
blinded with the craft of thy verie encmics decey- 
ueth thee. Thou takeſt the ſhadowe forthe bodie: 
that whichthou calleſt the Church, is not the true 
Church, the ſpouſe of our Sauiour Ieſus Chriſt: ir 
is butapart of his officers, which are bur men full of 
frailneſſe,and ſubie&rto corruption and many infir- 
mities,who haue beene ſuborned by others and led 

| cleane out of the right way of the Church: are but 
corrupt aud naughtie men, who being once made 
miniſters of God, arc now becomethe miniſters of 
the deuill : and the reaſon why, becaufe they treade 
the tawes of God and of the Church vnder their 
feete, and make lawes and gecrees at their owne 
pleaſure, following their inordinate and vnbrideled 
luſts and paſſions,and nothing els, There is great dif- 


ference 


ES. 4 

ference bertwixt the ſweet mildnes of the Church, & 
the outragious vehemencie and heate of this rabble 
of wicked Doors,whom thou docſt take heere for 
the bodic ofthe whole Church . They ſate,thatthe 
King having impriſoned the Primate of Lions, and 
cauſed the Cardinal of Guiſe to be laine,isno more 
the child of the Church, but that he is baniſhed and 
excommunicate out of the Church, that hee hath 
couched two that/are Gods annointed,and laide his 
hands vpon two chicfe rulers of the Choreh,againſt 
his faith and promiſe made, and that hauing Eivied 
& broken promiſe,his people are not bound to obey 
him anie more, & (char all that aſsiſt him are alſo caſt 
out of the Church,and outof the vnion of Catho- 
likes. Vnto whom Il anſwere, that they are them- 
ſclues out of the Church, for that they donor agree« 
able to the commandements of Icſus Chriſt , ofhis 
Apoſtles,and other his Saintes,which haue wricen 
and preached his word, who haue bin the true Mt- 
niſters of his Church. The Church is our true mo- 
ther and not a ſtepmother, as they would perſwade 
vs,ſhe is full ofpittie, and mercifull to her children, 
deſiring and ſeeking their ſaluation, euen then moſt 
of all, when they haue doneamiſle,ſhe ſhewesthem 
gently their fault,ſhe calleth them to repentance,and 
waiteth on them,ſhe vſeth no kind of rigorous cor- | 
rection towards them,ſhe keepeth her doorealwaics 
open for them to enter in that ſckener: on the con- 

trarie ſide, theſe her officers,” attheleaſt,theſe of 
| theleagueand conſpiracic of rebelles:doeſhurt her 

dooreto all that would enter in, if they bee nor par- 

takers of their faction. They refuſed at the laſt Par- 
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hamenc holden by-therthree general eſtates at Bloys, 
to recciue into the Church the Countic- of Soyl- 
ſons,one of their lawefull Princes, who came vnto 
them,the teares dropping downe from his checkes, 
confeſsing tharthe had done amiſſe,crauing pardon 
of God andofthe Church , for that hee had alytle 
while afsilted the Hugonites , repenting himſelfe 
thereot from the bottoine of his heart. The Church 
forbiddeth vengeance,and reſerueth itto God: and 
yet they full ofrage andfurie, will revenge (if they 
can)the death afrwo men, who haueperaducnenre 
very wel deſerucdit. The Churchfor'nocrime what- 
_ ſoeuer,condemneth anie perton to die, and yer theſe 
men replenithed with rigour and crucltic, would in- 
dite the Count:e of Soyflons and other Catholikes, 

_ who askeeuery day pardon of God and his Chnrch, 
for. hauing taken armes' , to theirgreat griefe , a- 
gainſttheir Catholike brerhren, They crie Crucifye, 
 erucifige, atter this young Prince,becauſe he hath (faie 
they)drawen his fword yppon Catholikes, and theſe 
ſeditious fellowes, whome they allowe of and main- 
taincin th:ir S2rmons, ranſome,beſiege,kiland maſ- 
facre gaod Catholikes(be they neuer fo good liners) 

if they refuſe ro beare atmes againſt theirſſouerai 

Prince. And albeit they cannot proue that ſuch fel- 
lonic and riot is commanded any where by God or 
his Church ,yet they holde it an lrainous crimeto 
ſpeake well of the King, orto prate to God for his 
maieſtic ...Fhe Church commaundeth vs to praic 
ro God fori'our enemies, and theſe Leaguers will 
not praicſo-much as for their King, fofull of impi- 
exieare they :ahtwoghhthat irbecxpreſ commune 
wo EEE ad 
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ded of Gods owne mouth, and accuſtomed from 
the beginning in the Church . -Theſeruantes of 
God ,ſayth Saint Paul, wricingto the Corinthians, 
muſt bee humble to eacrie one, fitteto reach, ſuffe- 
ring and abiding patientlie the wicked, gentlic in- 
ſtructing thoſe thar are our of the waie : and our 
Church men are\cleane 'contrarie, arrogant, rigo- 
rous , impatient ,ſcditious, and rebellious totheis 
King. The Church ('as Saint Auguſtine ſayth) 
doeth excommunicate no perſon'betore hee bee 
called to. the | confeſsion and fatiſfation of his 
fault, and before ſhee haue hearde; what hee can 
laie for him (elfe;: and yet our godlie Preachers 
curſetheir King (alchongh they cannor doo it)for 
the death of the |Cardinallof Guiſe, hauing nor 
yet hearde what reaſons hee can alleadge to iuſti- 
fie himſcltc , the| which are peraduenture more 
tollerable, then they thinke they'are . They ſaie, 
hee'hath put to\ death» a chiefe Prelate ' of the 
Church,ouer whome neither he nor anie of his had 
ante power or juriſdiction. I aunſwere for his ma- 
teſtie,chat hehath power and iuriſdiaion ouer the 
life and goods of all his ſubiees, of whatqualitic ſo 
cuer they bee, and if hee hath 'canſed his lite , of 
whome they ſpzake, to bee raken from him,hee did 
it not as vnto a Chiefe ruler and Prelate of the 
Church,but as vnto a wicked and vngodlie ſubject, 
an enemy to the common wealth,adiſturber of pub- 
Ike peaceand rranquilitie\, who had oftentimes ar- 
tempted agaynſt the lyfe and'eſtate of his Soue- 
raigne- Prince. Bur if they replie-that the Car- 
dinall was not vnder the corre&ion of the King, 
Wo: | Gf I praic 
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Ipraie you let vs {ce what Salomon the ſage faith in 
his booke of Wiſcdome. The marke of aKing and 


ſoucraigne Prince, faith hee, is the power to make 


lawes for all men in generall, and for all men in par- 


ticular alio,and this power he receineth of none 0. 
ther but of God, who is the tudge of Kings,and who 
makerh informarions againſt them, when they doe 
anic thing amiſſe, with allrigour. The Prophet Da- 
uid(whom I ſhould haue alleaged firſt) who did nor 


| ſpeake,butby inſpiration ofthe boly Ghoſt, faid,thar 


the King andſoucraigne Prince hath ſach authorinue 


' and power ouer his ſubieCtes, rhathee may diſpoſe 
_ theirliues and goods at his pleaſure, and no man to 


gainfaic him in aniething. And Ifidore in one ofhis 
paſſages vſeth theſe wordes, The kingdome of God 
(faith he)draweth nigh, by reaſon of this terreſtriall 
kingdome , tothe cnd tharthoſe which are of the 
bodice of the Church, itchey offend, may bee puni- 
ſhed by the rigor of Princes, and that the diſcipline, 
to the which the Church cannot bindethem,be ne- 
uertheleſle kept by the power & authoritie of Kings 
and Princes . 1his ſheweth that the Cardinall of 
Guile mightbe judged by his King,and being,as he 
was,guiltic of treaſon,itis nota thing nowe to bee 
called inqueſtionor doubt anic more, And yetthis 
is the point, wherupon our mutinous Cleargie-men 


- doc ground the reaſon and cquitie of theirrebellion, 


and yet they haucſmall reaſon, God wor, for to de- 
fendir. that it is moſt true, to proue by all man. 
ner of waics that they are guiltic of fellonie, I will 
graunt them (againſt my conſcience and the truth) 
thatthe King hath vniuſtly cauſed the Cardinall w 
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Guiſe to be ſlain,but is it for them then to take ven- 
geance,and to prohibir his ſubicts to ſhew to him 
that obedicnce,that theyowe to the rPrince ? Le: 
them reade what [Saint John Chriſoſtome faith in 
his booke of thedignitic ot Prieſts : The Miniſterie 
of the Church(ſaith hee) isa charge committed of 
God t» reach louingly without any taking of armes, 
and not a power to giue Of 3K away kingaoimcs, 
and to makelawes for cjuil policie. And Ieſus Chriſt 
in his Goſpel by Saint Mathew,faid to his Apoſtles: 
The Kings of the| carth raigne ouer nations, burit 
ſhallnort be ſo with you, And in anotherplace : Ye? 
ſha.be carried before the Princes of this world , and 
before theirgo1ernours, %c. 
Ifrhen the Apoſtles and other Saintes choſen of 
God,hau? binſubiect to the power and authoritics 
of ſoueraine Princes, as Saint Ambroſe affirmeth : 
whatare our Cleargie men more atthis preſent daie 
then they were,who would,if they could,difpoſleſſe 
their King? W hoattempt publikely againſt his au- 
thoritie and honour? Are they priuiledged of Go4 
more then others are? Or hath Sathan more power 
ouer them,then he hath oucrothers ? For a truth [ 
belecuc,they are not aſsiſted with the holy ſpirite of 
God,forI cannot thinke that Gods ſpir:t Toth in- 
ſpire them to ſpeake ſo vnworthilie of him, whome 
his maieſtic hath commanded them to obey . They 
call che Kingtyrant: and none oughtto beaccoun- 
tedſuch a one,cxcept hce violate thelawes of God, 
and the lawes of nature,as they do,or elſe vſurpethe 
ſoucraigntic ouer his fellowes and ſuperiours, with- 
out cxpreſſe comandementfrom God, asthe oy 
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of Maine doth. They ſay,thc king isthe protector of 


heretikes,and yet cannot proue that euer he refuſed 
to warre vponthe, or thathe did aydethem in anic 
of their affaires: but they knowe very well,and they 
cannot denie, but that he hath oftentimes hazarded 
hisownelife, which is dearevnto him,againſt them, 
And that moreouer he hath day by day madeedicts 
ad proclamations againſt them, and greatly to their 
preiudice,ifthey were well put in execution, andif 
as great care were had to make them take effect , as 
they haue to rebell againſt his Maieſtie. T hey ſay 
moreouer,that the king (erueth his owne turne,and 
hath intelligence with heretikes, & that he ſcekerh 
nothing morethen toeſtabliſh cheirſe& in his king- 
dome: yetcan they not{hew, thathis maieſtie hath 
cucr made any of them captaine of any of his forts, 
or thathe hath any of chatſide,whichisa (eruant of 


' his houſholde, or an officer of his crowne : nay but | 


ſay they,he ſerueth his own turne with their forces, 
which ill beſeemerh a prince moſt Chriſtian, ſuch 
a oneas hee is: and theycan wiſh, ſofull of loyaltie 
are they,that he ſhould comit himlelt to the gard & 
protection of his cuill minded ſubie&ts, who ſceke 
nothing elſe but his ruine: to be ſhort, they alledge 
all chings that they thinke might perſwade you, that 


 thekingmindeth nothing els,bur to plant herefte in 


all che territories vnder his obedience, But to ſhewe 
that, whartthey can ſay, are butlies and impoſtures, 


lerthem prouethe intention of his waicſtic, if they 


cannot content themſelues with the profes, that he 


- hathalreadie made of the feruent zeale that he bea- 


reth tothe Catholike religion, by ſending to him 
be, py ſome 
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ſome thatſhall proteſt forthem , that they ſhall re- 
conc ite them(ſeles rowards him, andithatthey ſhall 
obey him,as good and loyall fubies ought to doe, 
ſo thar it woul.jpleaſe his Maieſtie to pardon them), 
andtopermitthemto warre vpon the heretikes:and 
I aCure themvif they doe fo, the king ſhall receiue 
them into his faugur with al his heart,and ſhal aug- 
ment their forces,as farre as his authoritie ſhalbe a- _ 
blero further {o laudable a purpoſe:and if he donor, 
then ſhall they haue occaſion to blame him worthi- 
ly. But it they ref 'ethis mcancs of reconciliation, 
then may all Catholikes thatareneare hisroyal per- _ 
ſon,and al! thoſe befides that are his feruancs,thinke 
with themſelues veric well, if they perſeuer jo their 
preſumptiousrebellion,no good Catholikes would 
be offe4cd,though he ſcrued his turn with the here- 
tikes of this realme,bur c6crariwiſe they would with 
him ro call the Turke to his,aide, it he thought he 
might haue any help at his tfand.Seethen all the be- 
nef t that their reuolt ſhould procure;thal ſerue but 
to put the heretiks in aſſorance of their affaires,% ro 
makethemliue tn tranquillity by reaſon of the great 
diuiſion,that thalbe brought in amongſt the Catho- 
likes. They preach vnto vs,asI hauetold you,thatwe 
are quite diſcharged frotheobedience that we owe 
vnto our king : for thar, ſay they, heis wicked,you 
muſt vndcritand that,if their falſe accuſations & im+ 
poſtures be true) as |rhough we were but boiid vnto 
him,coditionally ,& that our obligattos were limited 
according to his good & wicked life:moreouer they 
ſtop and take vp,& cauſeto be taken vp the taxes & 
tributes due to theirking, ve yet we read in __ 22 
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that on a timie the Phariſics and Herodians ſeeking 
ro entrappe our Sauiour Teſus Chriſt, went to find 
him out and vſcd theſeſpeaches vnto him , Maiſter, 
rell vs, is it lawfullto pay tribute vato Ceſar or not ? 
Shew me (fayerh he) thetribute money, and they 
gauc him a peny.Then he asked them,whoſe image 


_ andſuperſcription is this ? And they anſwered him, 


Czfars:then,quothhe,giue vnto Czfarthoſe things 
which are Czlars,& vnto God thoſe things which 


| are Gods. See then,who telsthem,that they do nor 


well to ſafe vpon the tribute of the King. What are 
they able ro anſwere him? Itis Iefus Chriſt himſelfe 
that ſpeaketh thoſe wordes,and yethe of whom hee 


ſpoke,beleeved not in him. Was there cuer anicty- 


rant more deteſtable then Nabuchodonozer, who. 
hauing forced the C itic of Ieruſalem, ſpoiled , wa- 
ſted, and razed the houſes and wals thereof , burned 
the temple,defiled the ſanctuarie of God, and more 
than allthis, cauſed an image of golde made after 
his ownelikenes to be ereted & worſhipped vpon 
paine of being burned alive, to thoſe that wouldre- 


fuſe theſame: yet God called him his ſeruant,8 pro- 


miſed to make him a greate Prince and gouernour, 
And the _ commanded the people to praie 


for this monſter of nature, and for his children, that 
they might raigne after him , as long as the worlde 


ſhoulditand. 

Lervs proceedeand fee more particularly what 
the — and other Saintes doe teach vs,concer- 
ning the obedience that we owe vnto our Kings and 
Princes, that ſhe may certainly knowe,if it be lawfull 


according to Gods lawes,to warre againſt our King 
N or 
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ornot,or if you ought nor (notwithſtanding your mu- 
tiavus preachers) to keepe inuiolablic the fidelitic, 
that is due vnto him:for this is the chicteſt point, thac 
you ought to know perfuly, before you take armes, to 
make choice of the beſt and ſurit fide,for that in ar- 
ming your felues it moſt neceſſaric to choote our 
fome ſide to ioyne vnto , if you couetto hinder theſe 
great mailters amoageſt you, from quarteting outthe 
eſtate, which they wouldecaſily doe, if they had no (o- 
ucrcigne heade to an{were and make account vnto. 

| Saint Perzr the chicfeſt heade of the Church, 
aftcr whole example all true ecclcſiaſticall pm 
oughttorule themſelues, did not teach vs, that wee 
ought ro meaſure the faith & reſpec, that we owe vn- 
co our king, by theequiualence and meaſure of his loy- 
altie: for when heſawe Nero the veric enemic of God 
commit a thouſan1 execrable cruelties, yer did he c6- 
mand Chriſtians to praic for him, and in his firſt E- 
piſtle, b15ſecond Chapter, hee ſaycth : Submit your 
ſ:lues vnto all maner of ordinance of man for Gods 
ſake, whether it bee vmto the King, as vntothe ſuperi- 
our, or vnto gouernours, as vatothem that areſent of 
him: and m the tame Chapter layah he : feare God, 
honour the King, and your Superiours. Thatwhich 
Saint Paul t_ commaunde vs: allo , viing theſe 
tearmes : obey your Kinges , although they bee wic- 
ked.And writing ynto Titus, in his third Chapter,hee 
ſayth thus : Pet them in remembrance, thatthey bee 
ſubie& to principalities and ſuperior powers, and that 
they be obedient to their gouernours. And to the Ro- 
manes the 13.Chap. he ſaith:letcuery loule be ſubie 
tothe higherpowers,fur their is no power butof god: 
andthe powers which A NL God: wher- 


| | "fore 


- b Wo l 25 6” Os an; wee} © - ita. 9n-o- 1. enenh 99 ter Ae % * =y 
_— wx 0 Or pg x As 2 * - me < a 
= 0 hw " R * Fn ES by Fs "a o __—__ ko: pi" 8 i 0 mi - 291.4444" ot - » mm Nl oy 
? . = K : - x _ 
EA” A a” _— TI AC: 7. - 2 , _ Pr ———— ——_— 
6 3 Sronis 0 - 
-. - , a Sa: ——— —_ — - T Dm <2, . 
: —_ "Iu + FIGS - - ——RISET - ; mn hoe Cr rm then chem — ” Rr . - 
p —— , Means $A og 42. 9c, - - I 2 
wad - GS 4 m " ” _ "44 _ ——_— . a gwen " _ _ l _ 
yo _— 
« # 4 4 - _— 
#25 : 7 my PY EF 
© — -- i i We ” 
bo 1 oF jp I . ; l » + + 


ms, 
- eG 


» wo 2-4. 


- 
WES Ge EOS I Oo - EN SAI TOs a x 
* - 
Pp _—_—_ 
" , 


--4 p — 
{mms —— ai. , . "> as "2 A... Ae<AIES $4 ei «A 
: 2 


Un —_———_—— 4 _ 


26 
forehe thatreſiſteth the higher power,reſiſteth the or- 
 dinance of God, & they which reſiſt bring vpon them- 
{clues damnation:for the princeisthe miniſter of God 
forthy good: bur if thou doſt eull teare,for he bearcth| 
not the (wordinvaine, for he is the miniſter of Godto 
rake vegeance on him that doth euil: wherforg yemuſt 
be ſub:e&,not becaule of wrath onely, but becauſe-of . 
conſciencealſorfor, forthis cauſe ye pay tribute alſo, 
| becauſe they are Gods miniſters ſeruing forthe ſame 
purpoſe.Gue to all men thereforetheir due: tributeto 
whom tribute,feare to whom fcare,cuſtome to whom 
cuſtome,8& bonor to who honor belongeth, Theſe ire 
the words of $.Paul,vnto whom the preacher agreeth: 
Ecd.cap.20.faying,we muſt nor ſpeake ill of our king, 
| noroffend him in any thing. Tertifllianinthe 30.% 35; 
of his booke called rhe Apologie, ſhewerh ve cleartly, 
thattrue chriſtians oughtneuer torhink,for any occa- 
| fionwhatſocuer, toreuolt &rebellagainſttheir kings 
and ſoucreigne princes , He faith that the Chriſtians 
| thatlived in his rime,@id alwais fo faithfully ob;y their 
 Emperors,and pay vnto God forthem, although they 
were the profeſſed enemies of Teſus chriſt,8& that they 
would notrebell againſt their maieſties,al though ofte 
ries it lay intheir power to do, far ſurpaſsing herein 
the pagans & othernations,that were tnſubieQion vn- 
der the ſaid Emperours : foraſmuch as (faith this holy 
man)thatthey did nor find this to be lawful by the per- 
miſsi9 of God. Ve pray vnto god, ſaith he,for the ſafe 
ard & proſperitie of our ſoucreigne princes : for we 
il that the imperial maicſly is ordeined of God, and 
that it ought to be loued, honoured & retierenced:for 
this cauſe alſo do we reuerence the Chriſtian prince; 
whoſe maielly is nextafter Gods,from whoſe hand he 
= "= Woot 
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hath his authority. Theſe words of this holy perſonage 


. are jnough ta teach vs,(as I thinke) my deare-frjends, 


thatthe cuillife ofthe prince doth no whit diſcharge 


the people of their fidelity: S.Amb.alſodidnotblame 


the chriſttas that did yeeld their due obediecetro Iulian 
the Apoſtatarhe bad thEnor(although theylued vader 
the moſt difloiall prince ofthe whole world) that they 
ſhould rebel agaiaſt him:þut did pray thE ofly ro dono 


thing agaioſt the honor of God, & rather to departthe 


territories of h\s empirc,then to ſuffer their coltiences 
to be forced. W hat w:i]l our doors fay tothis? what 
wilthcy anfiyer to theſe words of theſe holy mE?T hey 
do not ſay(as you may perceiue)that it is lawful forthe 


ſubie&ro arrempr againſt the life 8& author'tic of his 
prince,it he be an emll yer: burthey all command co 


rhe cotrarie,thatwe obey our foucreigne princes what 


he p ; Y ; 
| ſocuerthey be,& that we pray vnato God for the, with- 


out any preſcribing to our ſelves the limits of the hu- 
northatis due tothem,and to make it conditionall. - 
.. Peopleof France,theſe words of God &of his ſer- 


| pants,oughttoreſolue you, to keepefirme footing in 
© the loue,feare and fidelity that ye owe vnto your king, 


and moreouer you may ſeethereby, thar our Clergic- 
| | 

men & other .xebels that are leagued together, are-out 

of the Church rather, then thoſerharthey condemane, 


' whileſt they gocleancayainſtalthargod & hiechurch 
 docommand:andihe preachers who doe diffuade the 


people fro the obedience, thatthey owero their king, 
do as Ananias the apa tw did 5 who for prophe- 
cying againſt che obedience that God commandedrthe 
people of Iſtaclto ſhew to Nabuchodonoſer,died one 
yere after by the iuſt iudgemerof God. Ye woldfſay to 
heare theſe mepreach, thattheir preiſthod doth licece 

RS py D 2 -_ _themto 
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20 injury thoſethat are right honourable, and that ic 


excmpteth them from puniſhment for any fault that 
they thal commir: and beſides that, i: ſerteth them free 
from all homage and fealrie that rhey owe to their 


' foucraignePrinces, whereas their dutic commandeth 
' them thecleanecontrart. 


But would faine knowe of theſe good prelares of 
the Church,who cauſeth them to imermedle ſo farre 


- with marters of ſtate, ſirh that is no part of their voca- 


tion, Had they rather abandon the Chorch altogether, 
out of the which they are departed, then to forſake the 
affaires of this world? Ifthey finde the King to be an 
euill liver in their owne falſe wdgement, why ſhould 
they refourme him, ſeeing ic is no poynt of their du- 
tie? VWhar matrer have they wherewith to charge 
his conſrience, ſecing they cannot proouve that hee 
eucrattempred any thing againſt the honour of G2d > 
Can any amongſt them ſay trucly', that his Maicſtic 
hath puniſhed orcauſed ro bee puatſhed any man for 


| his honeſt behauiour, or for his deedes ? Is there 


anic Catholike to bee founde, that can ſay,and lic nor, 
that his Maicſtic hath wiſhed him to become an he- 
retike, or to doc any other villanie> Thoſe that giue 
almesto rhe poore, that cuetie day doe their deuonon 
ar the Church, thatſpendthe onchaltfe of the yeare in 


_ faſting Mndpraicr,&to be ſhort, thatſecke by al means 


to winne heauen, can they inftly complaine, that his 
Maieſtic hath reprehended them at any time there- 
fore, 'or that hee hath forbidden them to perſcuer in 
their lavwdable exerciſes of Chriftamxie 2 Won whar 


doe they ground themſelaes then to fay, that the king 


is wicked,and a naughwie liver : it is nor his cru- 
elties, that hee hath done : Mg reyyoon _ 
at 


ET 
tharthere ever was anic Prince in this ſtate, {eſſe giuen 
to ſeeke vengeance, and that tooke leſſe delightroſhed 
and ſpill bloud than he. I know diverſe vnto whom he 
doth good daily,and yet hee knowethcerrainely, thar 
they haue erſt conſpired againſt his authoricy,and re- 
ſiſted his magiſtrates. And when they ſhall alleage the 
death of the Cardinalland Duke of Guiſe, I will bue 
deſire all themrhac haue anie reaſon to conſider adui- 
ſedly,how intollerable a thing it is for agreat ſeignior 
and maiſter,ofthe » a9y ns King to bee miſe d, 
ſnaptvp,& controlled by his owne ſubicHtes & by his 
owne hoaſholde ſeruantes, and I aſſuremy ſelte,thar 


thoſe that would laic all parciall affetions afide , to 


pauſe & conſider of this matter aright,ſhould ſee that 
the King couldenor, beeing aman and ſubieRtto hu- 
mane paſsions,wiſh any ymotheſc ewo Princes, 
thathad ſought ſo neere his life and honour . To ſaie 
then,that he ſhould nothaue fworne vnto them ſoſo- 


kkmnly to pardonthem, and yet to keepe hidden that 


mortall hatred in his hearr, I thinke well , and woulde 
notcxcule him, if Irhought they had not extreamlie 
prouoked him imce the promiſe, that irpleaſed his 
maieſticro make them,and ſince the afſurance thathe 
had giuen them : burforaſmuch as I know the aduer- 
tiſmentes that rhe King had hourely oftheir ſiniſter 
 meaning,l cannot blame him,that hee hath ſought by 
thing them, to ſave hisowne life, his lineage, and 
ficeftue. In deede,ſay the rebels,the King did wel to 
preuentthem, if hee were ſarc that they were bur his 
owne fernams,but hee ſhoulde norhaue proceeded a- 
gainſtthem,ſoas hedid :burtſhould havelerchem bin 
tried by waie of iuftice, andſotohaue proceeded 
againſtthem:as though MR: x Kings power 
; =_ 
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- ts make tio men pridhvere gs to procecede againſt the- 


by the way of publike" juſtice, thar aliccle before had. 


 Ehaſed him qur of his principal citie,& þbcing, accom- 


pony with an infinic number of theenes,came boldly 
ctore his Maieſtie and all his magiſtrates, and.no man 


. dur{t once lay holde on their collers . Further, as 
| houghic were not lawtull by the lawes of God to pu- 


niſh inthe field, withoutanie long ceremonie of in- 
direment,to put to death choſe that are conuinced of 
treaſon towards their chiefe gouernors,as theſe were, 
of whomthe iaditement was ready drawen,wvh6 cheir 
crime was prouctd, & they found guiltic : & the proofe 


-was &is ſoſumcienr,chat al French men,zxcept thoſe 
thatbeblind andofcheir confpiracie, may clecrly per- 


ceiuerheir naughtiedriftes.To bee (hort,ſith they had. .- 


 deſcrueddeath, it cannor greatly skill, how they haue 


ſuffercd it,and there is noſufficient marter in that for 
vs toriſevypinarmes againſt our King:burl fearerne,it 


- will fall outto the Duke of Maine,$ ta thole that pro- 


uoke & prick hi.n forward torcuenge the dearth of his 
brethren(if he can)as itdid vato Abſalon, & ro Achi- 
ropycl his wirked counſeller,who for cofpiring againſt 
their King,& lecking to bereaue him othis authoritic, 
hadboth moſt lamentgble and tragicallcnds, 

L befeech you,ler vs now ſpeake of another matter : ye 


\ are preached vnto daily and pricked fprwards toarme 


your {clues againſt your King, yea to reſoluctoſer vp- 
pon him,and to encounter againſthim, Iaske you but 
this one queſtion, ifany one amongſt you were ſo mi- 
ſerablec as to hauc takE his life fro him, wereiteither in 
bartcl or otherwiſe, whatrecompence,do ye thinke,he 
ſhould haue at the hids of the Duke of Maine,% other 
his confedcrates,the profeſſedenemics of his maicſty: 
Can 
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can you butthinke,that hee wouldelike well of ſuch a' 
eece of ſeruice ? No,no, maiſters, perſwade notyout 
ſcluesſo:thinke that the reward he ſhould hauefor his? 
labour, ſhould beaſcuere and rigorotis puniſhment. 
Know then,thatthe firſtthinig that an vſurper preten- 
deth,after that he/hath eſtabliſhed himfelfe,is toridde 
himſelfe offnch,who infringing theirlojalticand faith: 
tro their natural Prince; have aided to kill and murther: 
him. Andtheſe are thereaſos thatmo«:c him,or oughr: 
at theleaſt to moue him to do this, if he haueneuerſo: 
licle judgement arall. Firſt,to ſheiy that he hath ſuch: 
trechery in horror,to purchaſe by this meanes among; 
the beſt reputation & fame tobe of agenerous & lofty 
mind: fecondly,toputthereſt of his ſubjects i feate, 
andrto tnake themirake heed by this exarmplenotro at- 
tecmprthelike againſthis own perſon: thirdly,becaute 
he cannot live inſecuritic of ſuch pcrſons,butalwaies 
ſtanderh in greatdoubr of the; fearing leaſt they with- 
draw theinfelues from his ſcruice,with as much faci- 
litie,as they had before {cqueſtred thefidelitie and fer- 
uice duevito theit Prince: And this is the cauſe, why 
al rebels haue to Jooketo themfelues,and chiefly thote 
thatare thruſt forwardes to attempr agaiiſt the life 
of their ſoueraigne Prince *:' for few of them;ornons 
at all may bc found, thar at anie time haue committed ' 
any ſuch wicked and villanous a&ts,thar hauc notbene 
uniſhed with cruell deaths; & by the means of them, 
that had ſer them on to. exzcute their wicked enter- 
"2 | | > 
Saul beingſlainein watre,and his head brought vn. 
'to Dauid, who was wrongfully: perſecuted by. him, 
| cauſed him to bee put to death that brought the 
fame, ſaying that hee ought not to waſh his _— 
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hands in thebloud ofhim chat God had annoyared, 


Theophilus cauſcdall themto bee called before him, 


that had murthered Leo Emperour of Conftantino- 
ple,cocſtabliſh his Farher in the Empire , 11s, 40 
come,and hoping to haue ſome good reward for their 
ines, heecauſcd chem all to bee faire knockr inthe 

. Theodofius purto death thoſe that murthered 
Gratianus &Valentiaianus,vnto who he did ſucceed 
in the Empire . Scuerus ſcruced with the ſame fauce 
thoſe that ſlew Pertinax. Vicellius,ſuraamcd the crue], 
put to death thoſe villaines, that had cruclly murtae- 


| red the olde Emperour Galba. Domitianus cauſed E- 
| ro_ co be ſtrangled,for that hee he! ped Nero 
toki 


himſclfe. And Alexander the great cau'ed him 
to be cruelly cortured,that had flaine Darius his mor- 
tall cacmic. To concludethe examples in all hiſtories 
both ecclefiaſticall and prophane are rife of the tor- 
tures and puniſhments,that haue bin inflicted to thoſe 
ſubicAs & vaſlals that haue coſpired to kill and mur- 
ther their ſoueraigne Princes. Then my friends,flic the 
counſaile of(uch as perſwade yu ro commit any ſuch 


ons of your lawful Prin- 
ces and gouernours , whome God hath appointed to 


 commandand1ulc ouer you. 


Orders conceiued and fer downe for takin 
: armes for his Maieſtic, 


Jing ſhewed you alreadie by the lawes of God, 
and by all humanercaſon,how dangerous athing 


g 


itis,both for the ſoule and bodie, to rebell againſtthe 
Prince and his authority. Now I would faine ſhew yon 
the meancs,how ye may not onely deleat all the crew 


of 


of theſe theeues and ranſommers, which gnaweyouto 
the hard bone,but alto reduce your King into his for- 
mer authoritie,& by this meanes ſhall ye moue his ma- 
teſtie to grauntyou that which ye ſo wuch deſire for 
your owne gogd and contentinent. Scethen heere, 
good people of France,the order thatye muſt obſerue 
4n taking of armes,to the end ye incurre no ſu{pition 
of conſpiracicagainſt your King, and that his autho- 
ritie may remaine alwaies in the hands ofthe Nobles, 
without whor the peſants can doo nothing, ro whom 
alſo they are commanded by the lawes of God to giue 
honour and obedience, as vnto their ſuperiors,thar is 
meant, only to'thoſe that are good members,the true 
ſeruants of God and of their Prince, & louers of com- 
mon peace and tranquilitie:for as for others,itis very 
well done to inuade & (ſet vpon them,&as they them- 
ſelues haue denied their fidelitie ro their ſoueraigne 
Prince,ſoto deny them the honor & reſpet,thar «9 
pretend tobe due vnto the,fro the which the common 
-people are diſcharged by the laſt declaratis ofthe king. 
Firſt,there muſt be in cuerie Biſhopricke,Bailiwick 
\ -or Vicountie, one General or chiete man choſen, who 
multbea Gentleman of mark,a good member,a good 
.Catholike,and deuoide of anie ſuſpition of fauouring 
anie part,bur God and his Princes. This Generall and 
chicte man muſt take a note ofall the Pariſhes, Bo. 
roughes and villages that depende of his quarter 
or hundred, muſt leauie in eueric Pariſh the num- 
ber of ſouldiers, according} to the greatneſſe and 
riches of the pariſh, muſt not leauie aboue 30. men in 
the greateſt pariſh ,muſt take a note ofall their names 
that are leauied,and divide them into ſquadrons,and 
his ſquadrons muſt he diuideagaine into com PR 
We E an 


& his companies muſt he reduce into one regiment or 
two,according to the bigneſle of the Biſhopri.ke,bai- 
lixwicke or Vicountic. T his Generall and chicfe-man 
mult name out the Capraines, their Lientenants, and 
Ancients, He muſt chooſe the fuch as be Gentlemen, 
or ſuch arthe leaſt, that retain the name of Gentleme : 
and lis mult looke dil1geraly that he take none to haue 
charge vader him,thatis either of the Hugonites ſide, 
or taketh part witn the Catholik rebels. And to auoid 
all rroobles and diuiſtons that ſuch men may ſtirre vp 
amongſt you, hemuſt giue commandenenr,thart in al 
the boroughs and thorowtaires, where many houſes 
are neere together,thateuery man bee furniſhed with 
armes,thatis able ro beare them,& that ratherthe Pa- 
riſhes,villages,and hamblersnext adioining ſhal con« 
tribute (ome thing vato them, to helpe them to that 
which is necdfull for the. All theſe thorowfaires muſt 
be trenched in, % ſo fortified with barricados & places 
of defece,that they may ſtop fora time the troupes of 
the enemy that would paſle, till their next villages 
that are friends and confederate with them, may be af- 
ſembled,to hclpethem to repulle the ſaid troupes.He 
muſt forbi4to make any alam by ſound of any bel,bur 
commad the to haue drums in eucry pariſh & village, 
\ robe keptiache houſe of the clder Sergeit or Corpo- 
ral of that ſquadron : hee mult alſo forbid,thatno man 
leauc his houſe,orforſake his affaires for any allarum 
thac ſhall begiuen,it he haue not expreſſe commande- 
ment from the chicfke Commander,or from one of his 
Captains,that is meant,if he benot enrolled & pricke 
for a(ouldier,and this muſt be done;,thatrhe labour 8 
buſines of the common people be not ceaſed, & inter- 
rupted. And to auoide al diſorder and confuſion in 


| marching 


\ 


marching ike trained ſouldiers, and nor as armed pe- 
fants,they muit forbid vpon grearpenalties,thole thar 
are not enrolled, that they carrie not about them, or 
keepe in their houſes anie armes whatſocuer, cx. 
ceptchaſing ſtaues, halbardes, pike ſtayes and forkes 
to keepe their houſes withall, but as for ſwordes,dag- 
gers,and harquebuzes which are portab le, going to 
markets,or publike mcerings,no mi ſhall haue any pri- 
uiledgeto carry,except he be enrolled and prick for a 
ſouldier:hereby to auoid cobats,murthers, & vprores, 
which otherwiſe might fall ouramong the common 
pcople.Beſides al this,he muſt appoint alwaies one or 
rwo copanies of footme in cuery Biſhoprick,bailwick 
or Vicountie, who muſt be alwaies ranging abroad in 
rhe coftry,ready atan houres warning to fight,ifneed 
ſo require. This being done,there is no Provincein al 
this realme,wherin there may not be found thirtic or 
forty Ancients of footmen ready to fight & encounter 
with the enemie,beſides thoſe that ſhall bee armed for 
the gard of their owne houſes: & this ſhallnotſo much 
_ chargethepeople,but for their finding, & ſome mony 
ro have pouder & ſhot,a matter of nothing: prouided, 
that they do not enrol more men in cuerie Pariſh,then 
it ſhall bee able to finde and entertaine without anie 
complaint or grudging. Andthis is the waie for the 
peſants to keepe themſelues in homage and amity to- 
wardesthe Nobles. For if thepeſantestake armes,as 
they haue done alreadic in many places diſorderly, no 
man doubteth but wee ſhall ſee them and the 
Nobles quicklie together by the cares, and ſo they will 
ftraight vtterly ruine one another. In eueric Bai- 
lywicke they muſt chooſe none other Generall and 
chicfe, then the Bailicfe himſelfe, ſo thac hee bee 
| | B2 a Gen: 
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a Gentleman , making 3 ofeſcion of armes, and that 
it be knowen(as I ſaid euen now)that he make accoiit 
of nothing more,then the ſcruice of God and of his 
Prince,& the tranquillitie of his Countrie. Bur if the 
Bailizfe be ſuſpected for an heretike, arebell or fellon. 
againſt his _ or be vnwilliag rotake his charge in 
hand,then mult they chooſe ſome Gentleman ot the 
ame bailiwick,if any be therc capable ofſuch acharge. 
Bur if there be toundanie Gentleman that being more 
ambitious then wel affetioned tothe benefite of the 
communaltie,will not ſuffer their tenants and vaſlals 
to follow this order preſcribed, yet their ſayd vaſlalles 
ſhall notlet to ioyne themſclucs with other, that take 
armes, and ſo ioyntly , and by the authoritic of their 
Generals, ſhall declareſuch Gentl?men vnworthie of 
their qualitic, and encmies to the common wealth, 
accordingto the declaration of the King in that be-- 
halfe proclaimed, This is the order thac yee muſt ob-- 
ſerue intaking armes,thatyee may not be odious and. 
inurious to your King,and that heereby yce may a- 
uoid al diuifion & trouble which mightariſeamoneſt: 
you in doing otherwiſe, I beſeech you then that you 
would begin to putthis in praCtiſe,as ſoone as ye pol-- 
ſiblie can,afluring your ſelues, that when ye ſhall pur 
this in executiongcither by forceor faire meanes yee 
ſhall make theſe Lordcs- and Gentlemen of the 
Townes thatnow do miſuſe you, and eate you vp al- 
moſt,bee glad to ioyne with you. Couragethen my 
Lordes of the Nobilitie, begin you, and your Tenants 
will all tollow . What >doo ye thinke that your Te- 
nants ſhal be ruined,& ye ſhal feele no ſman? Know ye 
_ not that your intereſts 8& theirs go both-together, and 
that their good is your benefitallo ? Wy thendoye 


delaic 


delay the time to ſuccour & aide them?Do ye ſtand in 
feare,the Duke of Maine,who calleth himſclf a friend 
of the commons, will hinder you from the eſtabliſhin 

of this order ? Perſwade your (elues my friends, that if 
ithy in his power to doe, I would haue left this vn- 
ſ1 _ and I would baue taken better heede tokeepe 


this matcer ſecrete: but ſee well inough that he can- 
notdoe it,(and that for two or three reafons, that I will 
ſet you downe) and that ir conſiſteth but in viewing 8& 
knowing your own forces to become cache bbuc fo 
to ſer your king in his former authoritie again, maugre 
all chereſiſtance that may bee made hercin. For the 
power and forces of therebcls are not ſuch, as they are 
preſuppoſed to be: they haue in deede ſome townes at 
their commaunJement : but their is not one of the 
rowns that is for them, bur is inuironed atthe leſt with 
a dozen great boroughs, the which in one fiue dayes 
you way make capable for the cannon:and this cannon 
' muſtnot be brought from place to place in poſt-haſte, 
bur with ſuch reaſonable charges and expenſes, thar 
they may be well able to furnith. Beſides they hauec fo 
few ſouldiours,thatye aretiwentieto one : and yer the 
ſouldiours that they haue are no better men of warre, 
nor of morecxpericnce then you. To be ſhort,ye haue 
many aduantages ouer them, thatI will conceale , till 
ſuch time as I ſee yourarmes in hande. Reſolue then 
yourſeles to aſſailechem,or otherwiſe you will quick- 


ly curſe the hower that ye did not creditme. Are yee 


not aſhamedto ſeetheſe leaguers tocompell and force 
you as they liſt, who are farre your inferiours : I may 


well call them your infcriours , becauſe the greateſt 
Lords ,& the third part of Gentlemen of marke in this - 


Realme are cnemics of this rebellion,and yet you ſee a 
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a number of little pettie Captaines that pill, ſpoile,rob, 
beate and ranſome the Prieſts and the poore people, 


| andyer ye will not reſiſt them: butlet chem take {uch 


heart at graſſe,andſuch aduantage ouer you,that th 
preſumeto beſiege, and to warre ypon Catholikes of 
great honour, that reſiſt their iaſupportable inſo- 
lencie and outragious dealing, 

My Lordes, to conclude, I beſeech you all makeno 
delay to take yourarmes in hand, to make theſe trou- 
blers of ourſtate to lay downe theirs,and do not doubt 
but ſhortly ye ſhall ſec, thatthole few men of qualitie, 
that they haue amongſt thE now wil forſake them,and 
ioyne with you , confeſsing that they haue done a- 
miſle, and acknowledging themſclues bounden by 
theirloialtic and particular intereſt, to take your parts: 
I beſeech God giue them the grace,ſo to doe,that alto- 
gether we may follow that way without any diuifion, 
which is moſt honourable , and moſt profitable for 
reſtoring of the peaceable eſtate and gouernement of 
our Chriſtian common wealth, 


| FINIS. 
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A DECLARATION PVBLISHED 


for the reconciling of the Cleargic an4 Nobilitie of 
Normandie vnto the ob-dieace of his Maieſtie, by the Duk: of 
Mont-pencter Pecre of France, Gouernor and Lieuercnant gene- 
rall for the King in the Duch.c of Normandie, 


CIR R xaxcrts or Bovrnox, Dukeof 
os 1 82.124;| Mont-pencier , of Saint-Fargeau,and of 
-»y F "i | Chaſtelraud , Daulphin of Anuergne, 
S 2:69) Pecre of Frice, Soueraigne of Dombes, 
FERRY Prince of Roch-fur-yon , - Marques of 
Mecziers, Countie of Caftres, of Morrain , and of Bar- 
fur Seine, Vicount of Avge & of Brofle,Baron of Rea- 
uiolois, Thierr,and of Mirebeau, &c, Gouernour and 
Lieutenant generall for the King, in his Duchie of 
Normanidie, to whom theſe preſentlettcrs ſhall come, 
ſendeth greeting. Pcrcciuing fince ourarrwall in theſe 
parts the ſubie&ts|of my Lord the King, , fallen into an 
open rebellion, and the greateſt part of themto rake 
armes ayainſt his Maieſties ſeruice: hauing alſo jntelli- 
gence,thatſiaceſonie mectings and skirmifhes,wher- 
in a great number of the inhabitants of rhe Cities, and 


villages of this prouince,haue bene defeated and over- 


throwen,they have ſignified vnto vs by their humble 
ſupplicarions, that they defire to be receiueJ and re- 
conciled intorhe obedicnce and ſeruice of his Maic- 
ſtie: the which we tendering,deſiring to preſcrue many 
of his Maicſties natural ſubicts,that by allurements & 
wicked perſwaſions haue intigled & ioyned theſclues 
with many other naughtie & il diſpoſed people,in the 
ſaid rebellions & conſpiracies. VV ehaue made, accor- 
ding to the good pleaſure of our Souereigne Lorde 
the king,a certain Declaration touching the revnion & 


recdciling ofthe inbirans ofthe ſaid cities,8& villages, 


and 


=o; 
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and cauſed the ſame to bee read and publiſhed in 
this Citic of Caen. And foraſmuchas diuerſe of the 
Clcargic-men, and of the Nobilitic haue purin their 
finger,and bene fauourers,and adherents in theſe rebel- 


| lious enterpriſes,ſo that w2 ſhould haue great-caule to 


proſecute th: m,and proceedeagaynſt chem, as againſt 
rcbelles and perturbers of the peaccable gouernement 
of our common wealth : yer conſidering ſomewhat 
nearer,that ſuch way of proceeding might bring ſome 
preiud-ce vnto this eſtare,being all naturall ſubie&s of 


his Maieſtic : wee haue berter aduiſed , that both the © 


Cleargy -men and Nobilitie mighthaue ſafe meanes te 
bring themſclues backe vntotheir natura!l duetie and 
alleageance, and'that we with all lenitie might further 
and helperhcm thercin,as much as poſſible might be: 
W + yoz ro vvi1r :thatby the aſſurancethat wee 
haueof the merciz and clemencic of his Maieſtic ta- 
wards his ſaid ſubiects: and afterthat we had fully ta- 
ken deliberation ofthis matter,by the aduiſe of his coit- 
ſell aſsiſting vs herein, Ve haue declared, and doe by 
theſe preſents ſigned for the ſame cauſe with our own 
hand,declare,That we haue freely takenand receiued, 
and doe take and recciue into the ſategard of my Lord 
the king, and into our owne proteCtion all eccleſiaſti- 
call perſons of what qualitie or condition ſocuer they 
be,hauing raken the othe according to the forme pre- 
{cribed by his Maieſtie : or ſhall rake the ſame within 
ten dayes after the publiſhing of this declaration,made 
beforethe bailifes or their deputies in every vicountie, 
And ifanie of the ſaid ecclctaſticall perſons ſhall re- 
fuſe to take the ſaid othe before or within ren dayes be- 
inglimitted , the ſaid tearme being once expired, all 
their goods and temporalreucnucs ſhall be ſaiſed vpou 


and 


1 
and put in the handes ot Commiſſioners that ſhall 
giue accountthereof, &c, when, andto whomeir ſhall 
appercatze: deducting alwayes their ordinaricchar- 
zes,and ſo much as ſhall diſct.arge their benefices and 
{pirituall charges. Provide. further thatthe Biſhops, 
their Vicezerents, or others thathaue authoritic thcr- 
vnto , ſhall procure that (ome perſon that is capable 
an nor ſuſpect , and (ach a onethat hath taken che 
othe aforeſayde, ſhall ſerue and ſupplie their rurnes in 
their ſpirituall vocation and calling. Ard they ſhall 
morcouecrentoine them to make prayers & ſupplicari- 
0:15 tor thehealch of his Maieſty,and tor the proſperitie 
and good {ucceſſe of all his affaires , as they ought to 
doe, and arc naturally bounde thereunto. And as for 
thoſc ofthe Nobilitie , who have not borne armes for 
his Maieſtics ſcruice, andtaken the faide othe of allea- 
geance, we cnioine thEin like maner within ren dayes 
to take the fame othe adminiſtred by our owne hands : 
orel e before the Bailites or their deputies , euery on: 
in their ownce iuni{dition,zt their owne choice,and as 
they ſhall rhinke belt. In doing this we haue alſo recey- 
ned and taken them into the ſafe gard of his Maieſtic, 
and into our protection. But as for thoſc ofthe Nobi- 
litiew hich are reuohed, and haue raken armes again(t 
the ſeruice ot his Maicſtie, and be yer prifuners,it they 
deſire to enter into reconciliation, and take the ſayde 
othe,they ſhall have their paſſeport from vs: the which 
ſhall be granced them, by the certificat of any Carho- 
Ike Gen:leman, ſeruant tothe King,whoſhall haue ta- 
ken the ſayde othe. And of theſe paſſeports ſhall bee 
made and kept a true regiſter: Somay the ſayd Gen- 
tlemen come before vs in a] aſſurance,to take the ſayd 
othe, as we ſhall adminiiter ir varo them, by or 
* Df S. 
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| handes, Vnto the which chey ſhall be admitted, in 


putting in good and ſufficient ſureties to performe and 
continue the ſeruice that they owe vnto his Maieſtie, 
no: prohibiting them the vie of their armes, but after 


rhe laid paſſeports are once granted viro them. And 


ifthe ſaid Gentlemen ſhall fatle to doe this within the 
ſayd ten dayes,the tearme of the faydtendayes being 
ou:,theirgoods ſhall be ſeifed vpon , and be pur into 
the hands of my Lorde the King, andremaine inthe 


' ſafekeeping of Commitſsioners, which ſhall giue an 


account thereof, and an{were for them,&c. when and 
to whom itſhall appertaine. Ofwhich othes ſo taken, 
as we'l by the Cleargie-men, as by the Nobilirie: like- 
wiſe of the {caſing of their goods and revenues, the ſaid 
baik:fs or their deputies in eucry Vicountic thall frame 
procefle in writing,andſend them vnto vs within three 
Jayes,afterthe ſaid ren dayes be expired, vpon paine 
to an{were for them intheir proper names and priuate 
perſons. And we do ſtraitcly charge and command the 
{aid bailifes, or other deputies in every Vicountie of 
this prouince,that they cauſe theſe preſents tobe read, 
publiſhed and regiſtred , and thatthey keexc, obſcrue 
and fulfill eucry poynt of the contents hereof, accor- 
ding totheir forme and tenure, and that for this cauſe, 
they conſtraine all-choſe who theſe preſents ſhal touch, 
by all lawfull meanes and reaſonable order of iuſtice, 
thatthey aſsiſt & ſufferthe ſame to be executed:no ob- 
ſtant all contradictions and appeales whatſocuer , and 
and without all preiudice of the ſame : forthe which 
itſhalnotbelawtullto defer the execution hereof,co- 
ſ1dering the importance of that whichis aboue ſayde, 
is forthe benefite and ſeruice ofhis Maieſtie,& forthe 
preſeruation and tranquillitic of his eſtate, Giuen ar 


Cacn 


Caen, the fifth of %. 5 89. Signed : Francis Bour- 
bon. And on the other fide : by my Lorde L'Amour 
reux. And ſcaled with the great ſeale of my Lordein 
redde waxe. | | | 


The Contents of this declaration, made and dated 
the fifth of May by niy Lorde the Duke of Montpen- 
cer Gouernour and generall Licutenant for the Kiog in 
Normandie,haue bene publiſhed by ſound of trumpet 
inthe chicfe & moſt vſual places of this Citie,to make 
criesand proclamations for our Lordthe King : By 
me Peter Beauugir Sergeantroyall of Caen,accompa- 
nied with Iames Richer , ordinarie Trumperter of the 
ſaid Citie: and after the ſound of the fayd Trumpet, 
thisninth of May 1 5 8 g.I haueſet tomy hand in the 
preſence of Michael Mailiard : Iohn le Coq of Caen, 
and diuerſe others for the ſame purpoſe there aſlem- 
bled in greatrnumber. , | 


| Signed Bz avvorx; 
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NEVVES OF THE O- 


nerthrow of the Gautiers,@&c. 


SH) Iritgricueth me nor alittle, that T 
I) hauc heard no newes from you of 
-+2- long time,fearing leſt in this ſo miſe- 
| rable a time(the whichT muſtneeds 
confeſſeis the verie father & affour- 
der of the greateſt afflitions & moſt 
intollerable calamities thateuer were 
ſeene in our poore nou. rle and mother the Countric of 
France)you haue met with ſome jill rencounter, which 


| hath hindered you ſo long from imparting vnto 


mee 9s letters, whereby I might vnderſtande howe 
you had your health and welfare all this while, the 


whical befecch the good Lord long to preſcrue vnto 


you,and once to do me this fauour,that by ſome good 
token I may ſhewe the great affeion that I bearc ro 
yourlſcruice: for I proteſt vntoyou, that next after the 

vnourand feare that I beare vnto God, the obedience 
that I owe to my prince, the reſpect and __ 
whereby I am bound to my Lord and maiſter,therc is 
nothingin the whole world that I deſire ſomuch, as 
the cotinuance of the muruall amitic berwene vs two. 
By the meancs whereof I liuc content, and reioyce 
in my heartasoftasT call it to my remembrance. And 
although as yet I hate not manifeſted it vntoyou, yet 
you muſt rhinke, Sir, thatithath not becnefor lacke 
of good will , but by reaſon of ſome occurrences, 
the true guides of all humaine attions,the which haue 
not permitted mee to exccute and performe the ſin- 
gular affection that alwayes I haue borne vnto 


you, 


you + Bur fure I had written to you ere this time, 
ad I norſince mine arriuall in this Countric of Nor. 
mandie found the ſaid Countrie ſodiuided by the fac- 
tious and entiſing perſivalions of many wicked mini. 


ſters and paſtours : bur why docI callthem paſtours? 


rather rauiſhing wolues diſguiſed vnder ſheepe skins, 
who being wonne withſummes of money and faire 
promiſes to the rebell conſpiratours, encmics againſt 
his Maicſtie,haneſo long and ſo much broched thcir 
dcreſtable villanic, and infected this poore Countrie, 
ſo that there is not one town or fortreſle, nor ſo much 
as avi.-lage or borough cleere, but hath drunke & ta- 
ſted of their poifon wherewith they haue filled them 
ſo full,that all chcſubiects of his Maieſtie burſt our in. 
to an open rebellion againſt hum : and vnder the 
pretext of religion and pietie chat they haue at cuerie 
worde intheir mouth , and of a fantaſticall I:bertic 
wherein they make theſe poore and miſcrabl- *uules 
belecue they are ſcr,they haue made them ſo drunk 8 
bereſt of .1l common reafoa, that there is noplace in 
al the Countrie,be it neucr ſolittle, where a man may 
not find ſore of this curſe\] crue of rebels in allcſtares 
and qualities: forthe vcric Biſhops themſclues arethe 
chicte p.l:ers of this rebel ion in moſt places : all the 
Nobtlitic and moſt of the Countrie townes alsiſting 
them herein. I exceptcertaine townes which haue 
containedthelſelues within the obedience of his Ma- 
ieſtie,becauſe thoſe of the betterſorte haue ſtood taſt. 
Butl cannot ſeeanie one Towne atall, wherein ſome 
hauc notbin found that haue ſwarued in ſowe points : 
&lome there arc amongſt the reſt, that haue declared 
themſclues open enenues ro his Maieſtie, renounced 
his obedience,and giuen forth ſuch villanous,vnwor- 
| $3: thie 
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thie,and traiterous ſpeeches of him, as nothing more 
vile may be named or ſpoken. The onely Towne of 
Caen way exemprtit ſelte,to be one of the conſtante?, 
and one of the leaſt attaintedin tus diſlojaltic : for by 
tlie good orderthat Monfieurdela Veronne, gover- 
nour,and Capraine generall of the ſaid towne hath ta- 
Len, ho by his loialty towards his Prince hath wonne 
himſclfe immortall reputation , becing aſfsiſted with 
Monſicur de Beuuron , who came thether moued with 
a ſeruent zeale and deſire, that he had to emploic him- 
ſoife in the (eruice of his Maicſtie,in ſuch afaires and 
occurrences as ſhould fall out, and beſides of many o- 
ther honeſt perſonages, as wel of the Magjſtracie as of 
theinhabitirs oftheſame c1tie,ithath contained itſelf 
within the obedience of his Maieſtic,and in this may 
vauntto haue preſcrued the whole Prouince, wheras 
all other townes,as Roan, Liſtcux;Falaize, Scez, Bay- 
cux and Argenten, haneall ſhaken off the yoke of 0- 
becience, & ſer open their gates rothe chiefe'captains 
of the rebels,who hauec in cuerie place bin recetued & 
obeyed,exccptin Caen aforeſaide, Allenzon, and in 
ſome otacr townes towards Conſtantine, ſorthatI aſ- 
ſure you,it Caen had reuolted roo,all Normandic had 
donethe like. That which his Maieſty forcſceing,adui- 
ſed to ſend my Lord the Duke de Mont-pecier Prince 
of his bloud, his Gouernour and lieuetenant Generall 
in this Prouince, and ſending him with great expediti- 
on from Tours commanded M.de.S.Cire, one of his 
Counſcllers and maiſter of Requeſtes of his houſe, ro 
accompanie and aſ{siſt my ſayd Lord. Who departing 
from Tours, accompanied with the Lords of Bacque- 
uille & de IArchant came to Luce , where hee had in- 
 Elligence that Six Boidaulphin, la mr 
| ; OLACT 


other rebels which-had turpriſed, and doe ho!de tlie 
Towne of Mans, had purpoſed ro mcete with them 
by the waye . Neuerthelefle although they were 
farre ſtronger and better appointed than he, this gene- 
rous heart of the Houle of Pourbon, whome no feare 
couldeuer daunt,derermincd to paſſe, and didin deed 
paſſe hard by the nofe of his enemies,and came as far 
as All:nzon here hee tounde the inhabitants of the 
towne orc amared,for the {urpriling of the towne of 
Mans,nextneighbour vato them, and beſides beceing 
inucigled to enter into this ſuppoſed vnion(or tof; AY 

bener) rebellion, reduced th:m wholie, and confir- 
medthein in their good meaning and obedience to- 
wards his Mateſtje,declaring vnto them how hce had 


forgiucn them an 
the third parte ol 
ter opportunitic 
come,when hee 
ecr matter . T] 
zealc of his pred 
of the royal! fan 
ter with greate 
preſent at diuine 
were of his ſuire 


deuotion , Hau 
ſayde Ciric, and 


made prouilion 


ww 
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d all the inhabitants of Normandie, 
raxcs due vnto him , hoping a bet- 
and more happic ſeaſon woulde 
might gratifie them in ſome grea- 


1cre my Lorde imitating the ferucnr 
eccſlours, moſt Catholike Princes 
tilieot Bourbon, did keepe his Ea- 


deuonon and ſolemanitie , and was 
ſcruice , as were alſo all thoſe thar 
ind traine,with greate reyerenceand 
ng giuen order the rweſdaie for the 
to aſſurc the inhabirantes thereof, 
of torces for the Caſtle , and leauyed 


tio companyes 
in garriſon in th 
villages rounde 


of ſhotte on horſebacketo remaine 
e ſame Towne to keepe it, and the 
about, to repulſc the rebelles that 


woulde come to forrage and conſtrayne the inhabi- 
rants tO paie them taxes and other tributes due ynto 


his Maicſtic. 


My 


- 8 
My Lordhauing committed the charge thereof vnto 
the Lord of Rentie goucrnour of the ſaid place, he de- 
parted thence , and for thatit was ſignified vnto him 
that thoſe of the town of Sees were minded to ioyne 
with the ſaid revel;,& had not in deed taken rhe oath, 
according tothe forme preſcribed by his Maicſtie, as 
it was ſent vato them by my ſaid Lord,he purpoſed to 
paſſe that waics and ſent word before vntothe Biſhop 
andtorhe inhabitants chere,thar they ſhould ſer open 
the gates for him. Wher2vpon after alittle conſulta- 
tion had amoneſt chem, they made him anfwere, that 
they wcre readie to recciue him. VV hich they d.d,a 
preat part of the Citizens mecting him a good way 
- outof the cown: into the which my Lord entred with 
Monſicurde Bacqueuille,L'Archant & their troupes, 
and paſſed through the ſaid rowne without anie (tay, 
purpoling to march on ſtraighr,and to enterpriſe no- 
thing in this Citie, but rofignifieto the Biſhop and o- 
| therthe inhabitants here,the cauſe of his voiage, and 
how the King mcant to deale well and fauourablie 
with al his ſubie&ts,and to acknowledge and make ac- 
court oithem according to the diitic and obedience 
that they ſh ul ſhew towards him. Then eueric man 
roteſted himſelfe ro bee moſt Ioiall and affetionare 
fubies of his Maicſtie , butT thinke ſome of them 
fpake with their lippe$, that which their heart neuer 
thought,as by and by ye ſhall vnderſtand . Departing 
from Sces,we met with my Lords de Hallot, and de 
Creueccetr, accompanied with a good and honora- 
ble rroupe of the Nobiliti: (who were aſſembled be- 
fore, ſtaying for our comming,and had had ſome slir- 
| mithes & mectings with the rebel:) vnto whom they 
did offer with many proteſtations to ſerue the King 
£8 of fullc 
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faithfully as long as breath was in their bodies . Who 
were ſtraight entertained of the Dake, and the ſouldi- 
ers of both companies ioined rogether: then were we 
aboue 3 00. horſemen, all men of warre,and a moſt 
braucandreſolute troupe of Nobles.Ye muſt imagine 
that there was none that with all his heart did not de- 
reſt the ingratirude and ſiniſter meaning of therebells - 
rowards his Maieſty,and did notcondemne them,and - 
menace their ouerthrowe. From thence my Lorde the 
Duke determined to go to he at Eſcouche, which is a 
borough well fenced, ſome two leagues from Argen- 
ren(whether my Lord did mind to go: buthauing in- 
relligence that thoſe of the ſaid rown,through perſua- 
lion of Monſieur deBriffac and che Magiſtrates of the 
City,had taken therebels part, hauing no peeces of ar- 
tilleric,nor anie footmen to force them, went further ) 
The morow which was the wedneſday, being the fifth 
of this moneth,the Duke departed from Eſchouche,8& 
drew towards the Citic of Falaize. Out of the which 
Monſicurde Touſchet, Anger-Ville, Normandierc& 
diuerſe other rebels, who had ſaiſed on that Citic a lit. 
tle before(by intell:gence thatthey had with the lieue- 
tenant of the ſaid Lord of Briflac Captaine of Falaize) 
did depart, hauing agood number of horſemen, with 
many fanciers a number of footmen to ſtop our paſ- 
ſage,and they marched on til they came neere a village 
called Pierrcfite,two miles diſtant fro Falaize , where 
they being met withal by the Lords of Bacqueuille,de 
L Archant,& Creuecceur,who lead the courſers,they 
had a braue charge,and ſtood litle to the fight: for my. 
Lord the Duke leading the maine batrell, beginning to 
appeare,they tooke their heeles and began to flie: yet 
Icft behind the de ny”. e, & No_ 
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diere,their chiefeſt leaders,who weretaken priſoners, 
and bro::ght before the Duke, who redeliuered them 
into the hands of thoſe that had raken them , till ſuch 
time as hee ſhoulle call for chem againe, all thereſt of 
their companie being hewen inpecces, or elſelaide in 
rout,not one of our {ide being !oft,and but only Mon- 
ſicur de Chaumont, who was hurt in the head with a 
cortlis.and his horſe flaine with a thruſt ofa lance. But 
now,God be thanked, he is recoucred againc, and fee- 
leth no more paine. From thence my Lordecamero 


Falaize, where they made a falſe ſhew, asthough they 


would ſet vp6 the gates for aim,butthey never meant . 
it,ſo that being not ableto force them, hee came into 
this Citie, where can aſlure you he was honourablie 
receiued andwith great ſhoutes of allhoneſt men;cri- 
ing : God ſarre the Kimggand my Lord the Duke of Mont- 
encier. Allthe Towne kept that date holie-daie,the 
chiefelt of the Cirie, with whome was Monſieur de 
Beuuron acc6panying him to his lodging, which was 
in the houſe ofthe Lorde Prelident dAubigny , a ve- 
ric honourable pezſonage, and beſides au honeſt man 
andatruetrue ſubiecte ro his Majeſtie . Whether 
came vnto him my Lorde dela Veronne to ſalutzhim, - 
and to doc his reuerence vnto him, whome he recei- 
ucd courteoullieand honourablie, and commended 
him highly for his good minde and loyaltie that hee 
had ſhewed to the ſeruice of his Maieſtie, in gar- 
ding this Towne within his obedietice . There ar- 
riued on the morrow the Countic of Thorigny,and a 
little after him Monſicurde Longaunay with a great 
troupe of Gentlemen, who were all 48 nap, and 


embraced by my L. the Duke de Mont-pencier with 
greare thankes for theyr goodaffeRion towards him, 
where. f 
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whereof hee did proteſt to aduertiſe his Maieſlie, || 
| | and to requite it in particular, as occaſion ſhoulde Y 
| ſeruc. Hcere my Lorde fecing himſclfe to be ſtrong, 1 
| determined by the adviſe of the Lorde de S. Circ, j 

to warre vppon the rcbelles, and ro make them' to 

leaue that they helde ſofaſt in that Conutrie, and 

for that chey had the greateſt parte of the Townes 

and Cities, hee reſolued to carrie along ſome pee- 

ces of Arrtillerie , to force them , if poſsiblie hee 
might, although hts footmen were nor manie. He | 
ſcut awaic before Monſieur de Hallot , Bacque-vil> -— 
le, and Archaat, to faife vppon the Citie of Falaize, 
with the regiment of Monſieur de Tracie, the com- | 
panies of Monſjeur de Saint Denis Maillor, and of wy 
the Captaines le Radicr , Chauuain , Daulphin, 
Roquc-ville, Glaize, and other voluntarie'Capraines, 
and on the Sundaie the ſixteenth of this moneth,my 
Lorde cauſed a generall proceſsion to bee made, and 
cauſcd a Sermon to be preached,with certaine praiers 
that they made for the ſafegatde of his Maicſtie, 
and the good. fucceſle of his affayres , the which 
ad beene but alittle befoce diſcontinued , On the 
mondaie the eighteenth daie,, my Lorde appoynted 
officers oucr his treaſure and money, and oner his _ 
victuall and artillerie , and departed himſelte with 


| 


two Cannons, and one baſtarde Culucrine , nor 
hoping ſo much to force Falaize , for that hes had 
not ſufficient munition and roy to drawethe 

| enemie out jatorthe plaine ficlde. The ſawedaic hee | 
arriued atPalaize, and was lodged at Saint Iohns Ab- ; 

bie . The artillerie was planted the ſame night, 4 

but on the morrowe becing Tweldaie , the cigh- 40 
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reenth of the monerhyfinding that the batterie coulde 
not wel be made in that place, they diſplaced them a- 

aine,& laid them lower right ouer againſt the houſe 
ot Monſieur dela Freſnay,Lieuetenant generall in the 
Bailiwick of Caen. So on the wedneſdaie the batteric 
began,and continued till threea clocke 'in the after 
noone.By thatrime three towers beingbatrred down, 
hy open outwardly : Vato euery one of which tow- 
ers,they thought good to ſend a Sergeant & ten ſoul- 
diers to take a view thereof,to ſee whether they might. 
lodge there or not,that on the morow they might tur- 
ther thoſe that ſhould come to the aſſault and breach, 
which they meant to make berweene the two towers, 
and todiſlodge the enemie from the trenches ifhe had 
made anie, and that the reſt of the two companies, 
whereof were the two Scrgeants, ſhould keepe them- 
ſelues in batt1ileraie in the rampier,lying ouer againſt 
the ditch,to ſafcgard the other ſouldiers mto the tow- 
ers. Theſc Sergeants with their ſouldiers went boldly 
hard to the bottome of the wal of the ſaid two towers, 
and taking a viewe ofthem,founde that they were too 
dcepec, toiodge in anie wiſe within them , and by rea- 
| fonthat thoſe within made littlereſiſtance , the Cap- 
tains of the ſayd c ompanies were of opinion, that the 
rowne might be forced and taken that waics, whervp- 
pon they ſtoupingalicle,cntered boldly into the ditch 
that was deepe and without anie water: and after them 
followedall the Nobility that was there preſent with- 
out anie aduiſe or commandement from their Gene- 


Foe - 


| 
| 
| 
| 


you if their had beene but one holethorow the wall, 
that a man or woman might haue crept thorow , the 
ſaid rowne had bene ſtraighrour owne: but that good 
God thar is carefull to preſerue thoſe that be his, would 
notſuffzr ſo great a miſchiefeto fall vpon vs: butrather 
hauing reſpec ro the right & equitie of the cauſe that 
we maintaine, left no-poſsibilitie for vstro take theſaid 
citic:and cauſed thar the rerraite being ſounded,al our 
men retired with verie litcle lofle : for the enemie that 
had anorher drifi and conſpiracie againſt vs, made no 
account to repulſe our men , but would willingly that 
they had entered in, that they _ haue executed 
their naughtie ferch,cotrived by the Countie of Bril- 
ſac, the Lordes of Pierrecourt, and of Long-champ, 
the Barons of Vernie,of Eſchauffour, of Tubeuf, and 
other ringleaders of the Rebels , who when they durtt 
not come into the field to encounter with vs, thought 
by chis (urpriſe to haue entrapped vs at Falaize,and for 
the ſame purpoſe had they aſſembled the flower of all 
their rebell forces, and hauing taken fro about VAigle, 
Orbec, Scez, Argenten, Vimoutier, andother places 
neere thereabout, a companie of more then ſjxe thou- 
ſand men, Gautiers,as well appointed for muskets and 
harquebuzes,as may be ſaid, amongeſt whom they did 
mixe ſome ſcuen or eight hundred common ſouldiers, 
ſuch as they could come by:ſome Nobilitie alſo of the 
weaker ſort, but a greatnumber of Prieſts, Canons, 
Monkes ,and other ecclcſiaſticall perſons, hauing con- 
ueyed all their forces neere to Argenten, where the 
tho Lordde Briffac , accompanied with the Barons of 
Eſchauffou,of Tubeuf, the Lordes of Voupany Ro- 
quenual, of Beaulieu, of Aunay, and other chicfe cap- 
taines ofthe ſaid rebels recciued them, and conducted 
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them the right way to Falaize, thither came the Baron 
of Vernier with his forces from about Damfront, thi- 
ther came alſo the Lord of Pierrecourt with thoſe thar 
he could make our fro Pontau-de-mer out of the coi- 
try of Augeadg from Honnefleur, thinking now to 
atchieue their wicked enterpriſe : But they were de-_ 
ceiued, for the Duke hauing aduertiſementthe W ed- 
neſday night of their pretence,provided for them,and 
eaking aduiſe of the Nobles that were with him, re- 
mooued the Artilleric from the trenches, and ſcent a- 
way his cannons to C T_y (a caſte]! very well forri- 
fied, two leagues from Falaize) and refolued with the 
ſaid Coluerine to meete the enemic in the plaine ficld 
ro encounter with him , which he did, after that the 
Lorde of Emery, one of the Marthals of the field had 


taken view of them, and by his report, as alſo of di- 


uerſe others, ir was knowen for certaine , that they 
were lodged in three Villages very neare adioyning 
the one tothe other. He appoyated the Lord Coun- 
tic of Fborigny: of Longaunay, and the Lord of Vice 


ques the elder brother, to lodge with their troupes be- 


_ twixtthe ſaid villages and Argenten, to keepethem in 


on the one ſide, and the Lords of Bacqueuille, de ' Ar- 
chant, and de Beuuron with their companies to enui- 
ron them on the other ſide, andthe Duke himſelf came 


full vpon them marching with the whole army, ayded 
 withthe Lords of Hallot and his owne brother,and be- 


ing on the top of alittle mountaine,commaunded the 
Lords of Emery and of Surene, Marſhals of theheld, 
to aduaunce the Infanterie which was vpon the left 
hand with the Coluerine, the which they ſoone did : 
For alchough our foorme were very few,yet thoſe that 
we had wereſo hardy, and their leaders who _ = 
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Lords of S. Denis, Maillot, du RadierdeRoqueuille, 
Chauuain,Daulphin, Glaize, and other voluntary, ſo 
hardy and ſure men,thacthey made no delay ,bur skir- 
miſhed ſtraite, and theirenemies did the like, ſhoo+ 
ting many musket & harquebuze ſhot from both ſides, 
but as ſoone as our Coluerine beganne to play in their 
faces, therebels beganto be muchamazed, and my 
Lorde Briſlac himſelfe cauſed his Cornette to turne 
brydle, and retyred with ſome number of horſes and 
horſemen as hardy as himſelte : yer did theſe rebell 
troupes afterthe ph Coluyerine ſhot, which had nor 
much hurt them, ſtande to the fight : bur when they 
heard the Coluerine roare the ſecond time, and fawe 
the Lorde of Vaumarte , one of their chicfe lea- 
ders and fourtczene or fiftcene othexs caryed away 
with the ſhotte, they beganne to ſhake': Then m 
Lorde the Duke commaunded a freſh charge,whic 
was giuen ſo hor and fierte, that all the ſayde re- 
belles were put to the chacs, moſt of them put to 
the edge of the ſwoorde , and ſome taken priſoners, 
There might you haue ſeene a gallant companie of 
noble Gentlemen affeCtioned to the ſcruice of their 
Prince, Bntit is vnpoſſible to ſpeake with what reſo- 
lution and valour theſe troupes , and thoſe of the 
Lordes de Hallot & of Creueczur his brother, which 
followed him hard, did enter perforce among the thic. 
keſt of theſe miſerable and mutinous rebels, nor with 
what reſolutis ny LorJthe duke de Mont-peancier did 
leadethem tothe fied, and marching formolt in bat- 
raile did encourage thoſe that followed him , ſo that 


this race and tumme of rebezls notable to abide the 


bruar, were forcedto yeelde and fall dowuc vnder 


_ their 
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their moſt victorious hands, ſome flying this way and 
ſome,chat way,to cſcape death,but all in vaine, for the 
ſlaughter was fo bloodic and fo great, that of all thoſe 
that they found at the firſt village called Pierrefice, 
which were about two thouſand men, there eſcaped 
not one onely man, or verie fewe ifthere did any , but 
wereeither (laine or takenpriſoners all, The troupes af- 
ſembled againe,my Lord the Duke ſet vp5 the ſecond 
village, called Villiers, where hee found another grear 
companie of Rebels, vnder the conduct of the Baron 
of Tubeuf, who eſcaped notſo well as the former: for 
whatſocuer wee met withall there, felt either fire or 
ſword, without any mercy, the Baron of Tubeut and 
few others excepted who were take priſoners, And be- 
cauſe the night drewe on a pace thoſe which were 
lodgedin the their villages called Commeaux , who 
werenot aboue a thouſande or twelue hundred men, 
amongſt whom were diuers gentlemen,as Monſtcur de 
__ , and other Clergie-men of Secz , many of 
hem being Curates,(and amongeſt orhers there was 
the Curate of Vimouſtier, the moſt peſtiferous muti- 
nous andſcditious fellow in all Normandie) held out a 
while and skirmiſhed alittle with the Captaines le Ra- 
dicrand Chauuain, but Monſieur de Beaulicu was by 
and by takenat the entrance of the fort, and being ca- 
ried by the ſayd Captaine Chauuain, before my Lord 
the Duke, tolde for certaintie that there were at the 
leſt eight hundred men well armed and wel appointed 
in theſaid fort, W herefore my Lord ſeeingit wasthen 
late, commanded the Lords de Bacqueyille, and lAr- 
chantto getintothe fort, and to find ſome meanes to 
force it, with the Infanteric, and the Coluerin that hee 
left them, and he went tolic that night at gar 
wWaACcre 


where he arrined abour elenen a c!ocke at night. Ag 
ſoone as he was gone, theſe miſcrable rebels hearing 
how their companies were onerthrowne, yclded their 
liaes being ſaued onely, and were by and bydifarmed, 
and afterwards codued ro Efcouche, where the duke 
fiourned all the morrow totake 2 view of the priſo- 
ners which were in great number ofal qualitics of per- 
ſons. The ſameday the Lords of Hallot & Bacqueuille, 
du Breuit,de Bellefomain & de PArchit went abroad, 
toſce if they could meere with'any ranging rebels,& 
miſſed not mnch rohaue rakenthe Baron of Vernic, 
who hauing ſome number of Cuyraſles retired ingreae 
; wr to Argenten, withthe County of Briflac, and 

ereſt of his complices, which are ſo diſcouraged, 
that they dare nor appeare in any place, where they 


heare of our tronpes , who doe nothing bur oo from” 


placeto place ſeeking outrebels to fight with them,ro 
make them acknowledge thcir fault. i he morrow be- 
ing Saterday,the/xxti'. ofthe ſayd Moneth, leauing the 
Lordes of Harcourt, of Saint Mary Venoix , and of 
Safly at Efcouche, we cameto lic at Conry , Where 
hauing intelligEce that Monſteur de Pierre- court was 
lodged not farre off with ſome Lanciers , our troupes 
mounred ſtraight on horſcbacke, and went to find them 
out, but they miſt of chem, for they had diſlodged, and 
we had tidings how they made nogreat tarying:fo that 
in all the plaines ten leagnes round abou this cicie,rwo 
rebels arenotbe found inthe field rogither, rhey haue 
bene hiron rhe hipsſo kindly theſe rwo ſundry times. 
Bur the laſt ouerthrow was farre greater then lhave fer 
downe. For that thoſe which were defeated were the 
flower of all their forces,were ir of men atarmes,or of 
capiall caicifsthat perſiſted in their ſtnifter meaning, 
F. _ 
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58 
and wickeJrebellion againſt their prince. From Cour- 
cy my Lorde the Duke came directly to this Citic to 
bring backe his Artilleric , and purpoſeth within tew 
daycsto be in the field againe, and to tary by ir,tillhe 
Eouec by the grace of God reclamed all the baze Nor- 
mandieto the very gates of Roaninto the obedience 
of his Maicſtie, S1r,this is the true diſcourſe of all char 
is paſt and done fince the arciuall of my Lorde the 
Duke de Montpencier in this Countrie, which is 
greatly bound and bcholding vnto him : beeing moſt 
ccrtaine that if he had not come, this Countrie had 
bene in poore and miſerable eſtate ere now : but God 
be thanked,the amendement is now moſt certain. And 
euery man may clearly ſee, that all cnterpriſes ofrebcls 
are like the yce of one night, which melteth away in 
the morning : andſo by conſequence their malicious 
practiies cinot long cndure:for their mcaning being ſo 
ſiniſter & peruerle as it is,it is impoſſible that it ſhould 
ſtand long time to takeeffe: and we ſee daily the ex- 
periencerhercof,and inthis we muſtneedes know and 
confelle the goodneſleand mercy ot our God , who 
maketh vs verily to confefle and acknowledge his 
ercatneſſe and power, whenit pleaſeth him. For this 
poore country which by the ſubciltie and craft of theſe 
wicked (pirits;the leaguers hath bene fo much diuided 
within it ſelfe, & the Inhabitants therof ſo for the moſt 
part ſeduced,and bewitched,that they knew not them 
ſclues, and by that meanes had cleane forgotten their 
true and naturall dutie towards his Maieſtie, now thar 
they ſee by the comming of my Lorde the Duke 
of Mont-pencier , howe their complices and adhe- 
rents haue beenc handled, they will ſeeke to recon- 
cile themſclues , ſo that I haue good hope that 
| _ _  ſhony 
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; ſhortly the rebelles forcethall be verieſlender, albeir 
| thoſe of their partie haue ſowed ſo many falſe bruites, ; 
| lies,and pure 1nuentions of their owne heads, and do 
notſticke toſpread them abroade inall the Cities of 
y ; this Prouince: notwithſtanding the greateſt parte of 
þ ———_—— all the friends they haue co reclaime 
f and reconcile themſeluezs into the good fauour and o. 
: bediznce of his Maieſtie . So I beſcech God,Sir, 
ro graunt you your heartes deſire. 

; From Caen this 23.Aprill. | 
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